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INTRODUCTION 


These notes, which have been compiled in my spare time as 
■Governor of Assam, from 1937 to 1942 are an attempt to bring 
that invaluable work of reference, Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s 
‘"History of the Relations of the Government with the Hill 
Tribes of the North-East Frontier of Bengal” up to date so far 
as it touches on the frontier districts of Assam, taking them 
from south, by east, round to the north. 

The Lushai Hills ; 

Manipur State ; 

The Naga Hills ; 

Sadiya Frontier Tract ; 

Balipara Frontier Tract. 

Mackenvie’s work was published by ihc Home Department 
Press, Calcutta in 1884 and his history of these areas stops 
short at that year or in some instances earlier. 

The information contained in these notes has been almost 
entirely compiled from official sources except for occasional 
references to books such as Sir Henry Cotton’s “Indian and 
Home Memories”, Sir James Johnstone’s “My Experiences in 
Manipuf and the Naga Hills” or Mrs. Grimwood’s “My three 
years in Manipur”, 

For the notes on Manipur, I am indedted for much good 
advice and information to Mr. J. C. Higgins, C.I.E., I.C.S., 
lately retired, who served for nearly 20 years in that State and 
to his successor Mr. C, Gimson, I.C.S., who has served for 
more than 10 years in the State. 

For those on the Naga Hills, I have had the assistance as 
regards facts, policy and nomenclature first of Mr. J. P. Mills, 
C.l.E., I.C.S., Governor’s Secretary throughout my term of 
office, who served for many years in that district and who 
besides being an able administrator, has made himself an 
authority on Naga custom and folklore : and secondly, of Mr. 
C. R. Pawsey, M.C., I.C.S., the present Deputy Commissioner 
of the Naga Hills, of which area he has had 10 years’ 
cxpcriencce. So far as the history of the Lushai Hills is 
concerned, Major A. G. McCall, LC.S., Superintendent of the 



Lushai Hills from 1932 to 1942, has checked the manuscript, 
supplied information from his own records and experience, and 
given most useful advice on the subject of the spelling of names. 

For the Sadiya Frontier Tract, Mr. R. W. Godfrey, I.P., the 
present Political Officer, has chacked my manuscript and given 
me useful oiticism, while Captain G. S. Lightfoot, I.P., 
Political Officer, Balipara Frontier Tract, has performed a 
similar service so far as his district is concerned. 

2. When Mackenzie’s book was published the Naga Hills 
district (in a very embryo form) had only been formed a few 
years : the Lushai Hills district (at first organised in the form 
of two districts. North and South) was not to be constituted till 
6 years later : while the two Frontier Tracts were not to come 
into existence until 1912, after the Abor Expedition. I have, 
however, for convenience, arranged these notes under tlie 
headings of their present-day districts. 

3. As regards form, I have followed Mackenzie’s example 
in introducing copious quotations from official documents. 
This has resulted in a certain amount of repetition, especially 
in the history of the Naga Hills, since so many important letters 
are of the "self-contained” variety and furnish a synopsis of 
past history as the background for present proposals. But 
peihaps this method gives clearer picture of what was in the 
minds of those who were grappling with particular problems at 
the time than something more abbreviated. These notes too 
are meant mainly for reference and more for use of members 
of the Administration than the general public. 



THE LUSHAI HILLS 

I. Introductory — Mackenzie’s references to the Lushai 
Hills stop at the year 1883, when disturbing reports had been 
received by the Deputy Commissioner, Cachar, as to the 
intentions of the Lushais to raid under Khalgom (by modern 
appellation Kalkhama Sailo son of Suakpuilala)* and troops 
had been hurried up to strengthen the frontier. 

At this time we did not attempt to administer the Lushai 
Hills, but the Deputy Commissioner, Cachar, whose district 
bordered the Lushai Hills on the north and west, was charged 
with political relations with the Lushai Chiefs, and liad a 
Political Assistant (at that time Rai Bahadur Hari Charan 
Sarma) to aid him in these duties. Not many years, however, 
were to elapse before tlic inevitable happened and these unsatis- 
factory political relations were done away with and the laishais 
were brought fully under British administration. I he liistory 
of the Lushai Hills for all except a comparatively small portion 
of the period with which these notes deal, therefore, ceases to he 
what Mackenzie's work was, a ‘-History of the relations of the 
Government with the Hill Tribes of the Norlh-]:asl I ronticr i)f 
Bengal" but the histories of an Assam and a Bengal District 
and then that of an Assam one only, albeit a non-regulation 
one. 

II. The Expedition of 1888-188Q -Mic anticipation of 
serious trouble referred to in Macken/ie's concluding lines were 
not immediately fulfilled, but raids of varying degrees ol 
seiiousness continued in succeeding years, necessitating even- 
tually the Expedition of 1888-89. On Lebruary 3rd, iS8S 
Lieutenant J. F. Stewart of the I si Leinster Regiment, when in 
charge of a survey party, was attacked at a place only 18 miles 
from Rangamati, near the Saichul Range by men described at 
the time as “Shendus" (an Arracan appellation which docs not 

•Spelling of names in Lushai is a matter of considerable dilTiculty. In 
Mackenzie’s book, for instance, many of the names arc quite beyond 
identification, even by well informed Lushais. I have therefore, wherever 
possible, added after a name when it first occurs, the modern spelling in 
square brackets. 

1. Military Report -Chin-Lushai Country, 1893. Pages 36-37, 41-42. 

2. Military Report— Assam 1908. 
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really apply to any particular tribe), led by a chief named 
Housata [Haosata] and killed together with two British soldiers 
and one sepoy. Mr. Stewart apparently had not the smallest 
idea that any danger threatened and took no precautions what- 
soever for the safety of himself or his party. A little later, on 
the 15th February, a raid was perpetrated on the village of 
Roazo Prenkhyn Mro in the Chema Valley, in which 6 persons 
were killed, 2 wounded, and 23 prisoners taken. This also was 
attributed to Shendus. 

The Commissioner of the Chittagong Division, Mr. D. R. 
Lyall, in a letter, dated the 4th March 1888t, urged in the 
strongest terms that an expedition should be sent in the ensuing 
cold weather to exact punishment from the “Shendus” or Pois 
in a thorough and unmistakable way, in retribution for the long 
series of outrages which they had committed over so many 
years. After recounting these outrages and pointing out our 
entire inaction ever since the expedition of 1872-73 he observed 
as follows : — 

“11... I think that a strong case for active reprisal has been 
made out. 

12, From the earliest days of our connection with these 
hills, the olficers best able to give an opinion have said that 
until the Shendoos were dealt with there would be no cessation 
of raiding. 

The operations of 1872-73 caused a lull, but when once they 
began again in 1882 with the attack on Lalseva [Lalchheuva] 
which was clearly a feeler in order to see whether any notice 
would be taken, they have followed up with a raid almost every 
year, culminating in the attack on Lieutenant Stewart and his 
guard at a place only 18 miles as the crow flies from Rangamati. 

13. The feeling of insecurity caused by these raids is 
reacting most injuriously on our revenues. The Hill Tracts 
revenue consists chiefly of tolls on hill produce, and these have 
gone down from Rs. 89,109 to Rs. 83,222 last year, and 
the amount collected will be even less this year. In fact 
Mr. Home does not expect it to exceed Rs. 50,000. 


tBengal Secretariat, Pol., A, June 1891, Nos. 1-139. FUe L/20, 1889. 
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Even in a financial point of view, an expedition ought, 
therefore, to go through the Shendoo country next year, but 1 
urge the necessity on far higher grounds. 

We arc bound to protect the men living within our declared 
boundary, and not to avenge them would be a breach of faith. 
Lieutenant Stewart, too, was surveying ten miles from the 
boundary when attacked, and if these men be allowed to carry 
off from within our territory the heads of three white men with 
impunity, next year will doubtless be marked by even more 
savage raids, Mr. Murray says that every white man is held to 
be a Chief, and the recent raid is therefore the most succcesfiil 
they have ever made. 

14. The report already submitted shows on what slight 
grounds a raid is committed. In the present case a quarrel 
between a savage and his wife on the banks of the Koladyne 
has caused the death of Lieutenant Stewart, two soldiers, and a 
sepoy within our territory, some 12 or 15 days’ march distant, 
not to mention the atVair m the Chaima Valley. Similarly, 
the death of a Chief may at any time cause a head-hunting 
expedition to come oiT ; even the “chaff” of the village girls 
may send a body of young men off on the warpath for heads. 

15. We arc quite powerless m preventing such raids, and 
would be equally so if we had ten times our present force. In 
the kind of jungle which covers the hills a band of savages can 
always slip by unobserved, and the effect of our police guards 
is almost entirely moral. Their existence in fact serves to 
continue the remembrance of more severe lessons, such as the 
expedition of 1872-73, and they should also be able to cut olf 
the retreat of raiders if we had a system of telegraphs, but the 
main safeguard against the recurrence of raids must always be 
the fear of punishment. A certain show of force is necessary 
to maintain this fear, but it would be most expensive and 
useless to maintain always on the frontier a force capable of 
punishing the most powerful tribes. The Shendoos think they 
are beyond our power to punish, and the more thoroughly we 
show them the baselessness of their belief, the more free shall 
we be from raids in the future. 

Itis for this reason that I advise three columns exploring 
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cowtty from cvoty tide. 1 fed sine flat if this be not 
done the hills on the side (rf Bormah will become a lefogefor 
flie dacdtt and bad dOfactets of Bormah, and w3i be a 
centhraal thoni in omr tide.** 

In flidr letter No. 2576»P., dated the 3td Angnst 1888, the 
Ooverament of Bengal folly, endorsed Mr. Lyall’s proposals, 
temarfciag flat "it is plain that, as a mdter of general policy, 
it will be impossible to avoid flie adoption of punitive measures 
somier mr later, and Mr. Edgar has shown conclusive reasons 
against postponing it”. 

The reference to Mr. (later Sir John) Edgar who was then 
Chief Secretary of Bengal, concerns a long* note which that 
dDcm had recorded on "Shendoo Raids on the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts** on 17th July 1888, This note gives a history and 
apptecimion of the situation together with proposals for the 
future. The gist of it appears from the following extracts : 

"The country is almost unexplored, and very little is known 
of it, except that it is a tract of most intricate hill range and 
impenetrable cane-brakes lying between Manipur and Cachar on 
the north, and the Arrakan Hill Tracts on the south, and 
between the Chindwin river on the east, and the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts and Hill Tipperah on the west. On the edges of 
this tract on ali sides the hills are low, covered with dense 
forest and trackless jungle, the only paths being for the most 
part flm beds of torrents. Further in the hills are much higher 
and more open, so that there would be less difficulty in explor- 
ing them. The villages of the inhabitants of the tract are, as a 
nde, situated on the h^her hills. The people form a mingling 
of dans, speakiog so far as I know, dialects of the same 
Im^piage, who me known to us by various names — ^Kookis, 
Luahali, Pois, Shendus, Chins, mc....AImo8t every village has 
Ba Chie^ uffio genmally, however, owes some sort of 
uBtt^kiaea to the moat powerfhl CSiief of flie group of villages to 
he betenga, effiom I may. for owvenience sdce, call the 
i^'a^ hitdani. jbom time to thnefla Chief some subor* 

flirosta off his uH^ance to his 
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fonner head* and founds a new clan for himself* which gets 
known sometimes by his name* sometimes by the name of the 
hill on which the Chiefs village is situated* and sometimes by a 
variation of the original clan name. The people of these Chiefs 
diange about from time to time* leaving a declining or feeble 
chief to settle under some one more able and energetic. 
Nothing docs more to establish a Chief and bring him followers 
and influence than success in raids upon weaker Chiefs, upon 
the villages of Manipur, Hill Tipperah* and Upper Burma, or 
upon our villages and outposts of tea-gardens. The last are the 
most attractive of all, for there are more plunder and heads to 
be got there* with much less risk than elsewhere, especially now 
that our troops protect the villages of Upper Burma, in addi- 
tion to the constant changes in the relative position of individual 
chiefs* a general movement would seem to take place from 
time to time amongst these people, apparently as if swarms 
were thrown off from the more crowded villages in the higher 
central hills* such swarms forming new communities all round 
the outer fringe of the tract* and in doing so driving before 
them the villages which had previously inhabited this fringe. 
The inhabitants of them are compelled* in consequence of the 
pressure* to take refuge in our territory or in Tipperah or Mani- 
pur* where they are often followed, themselves killed or taken 
captive and their villages plundered by the new-comers. This 
seems to have been the origin of what is called the great Kooki 
rising of 1849 and 1850, as it certainly was of the great scries of 
raids in 1860-61. 

« * * 

*‘But* apart from the danger to our tea-gardens, it is almost 
certain that, if no punishment is inflicted on account of the 
successful raids of the past year, the offending villages will be 
emboldened to make more extensive attacks on all parts of the 
frontier next year or the year after. It seems clear* therefore* 
that punitive measures are imperatively called for, and the only 
question » the form they should take. 

Mr. Lyall has proposed that a column from Burma and a 
column from Demagiri should meet near what has until lately 
l^een supposed to be the most ^sterly branch of the Koladyne^ 
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pnaito itoqeata and Itooota fZahiiata] I tooold ivopose to 
dtototob a nnall oolaiau ftogn Demagiri, whidi tooiild advance 
in tto dineton of tto offending villages, possibly asii^ toe 
vtoages of ffayipidya (Sejqnda] and Vandola as a base toonld 
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up this unknown tract, and to make its inhabitants feel that 
thQT were surrounded on all sides, by a single government, with 
a single aim and a single method of working.” 

The Chief Commissioner of Assam in his letter No. 2574* 
dated the 7th September 1888 fully supported the Bengal pro- 
posal, but the Supreme Government in their letter No. 1889-Et 
of the 24t‘h September 1888 intimated that they considered that 
their position in the Chindwin districts of Burma was not yet 
sufSciently consolidated to allow then of a “satisfactorily full 
and permanent development of the objects which a joint ex- 
pedition from Chittagong and Burma might be expected to 
secure”, and for this and other reasons they were not going to 
undertake an expedition. This decision evoked the strongest 
protest from Mr. Lyall who, writing on the 26th September 
1888, said our inaction would be misunderstood by the trans- 
frontier tribes ; we should have to expect fresh raids ; the 
frontier police must be strengthened at once, a telegraph line 
between Demagiri and Rangamati being indispensable as well 
as from the latter place to Chittagong ; while revenue would 
suffer owing to apprehension among the tribes within the 
frontier. The Lieutenant-Governor in his letter No. 140-PDt, 
dated the ISth October 1888, strongly supported all the 
Commissioner’s proposals, adding that the local non-officials 
and planters and business men as well had represented the 
danger to which the frontier was exposed. As a result of these 
protests the frontier forces were strengthened and a detachment 
of the 9th Bengal Infantry left for Chittagong on the 8th 
November 1888, but the Government of India in their reply to 
Bengal on the 7th November said that they were unable to 
modify their fuevious orders about an expedition. The 
Government of Bengal again represented the matter in their 
letter No. 2726-Pt, dated the 10th December, 1888, in which 
they reported* a new development, i.e., the possibility of the 
hithoto loyal Chief Sayipuia being alienated owing to our 
inaction, a fact which “would not merely greatly increase the 

* Assam Seeiettriat, Political and Judicial, A, Foreigo Progs., Nos, 
1-46, August 1890. 

f BeagBlFile Mo. L/20of 1189, 
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dUBeahim of «ay ftrtnre oxfwditioit fnit woidd bring tho 
4gagati of atlM^ on oar villb^ daring ^pmentaoMoa 
vny nncb neaicr”. nugr wen ntiefied tibiM a ^erit of imnst 
iMevalled m tbis brndec, and thoogh they heeitatad to reopen 
thagondoa thejrfbitit WM thdr doty to etate the finte, eo 
that dfce Oomanient or India could make up their minds bdTom 
die season became too fhr advanced. 

The question ms. in fact, settled by the tribesmen them- 
arives. On the 13tft Deomnber 1888 occurred the raid on 
Pakuma Ram’s villager within our territory and only 4 miles 
Dron Demagiri, when the Rani and 21 mai were killed, 13 heads 
taken and IS captives carried off. This raid introduced a new 
Ibctor into the situatioo in that it was committed by men from 
a direction hidierto not taken kto consideration. (It was 
aacertaified a year later that it had been carried out by the sons 
of the Lushai Chief Vuta, who inhabited country round about 
the places now known as Tachip and Phulpui. There was, 
therefore, every reason to view with some apprehension this new 
source of raiders, their country bring SO or 60 miles distant, 
as the crow flies, from the Rani’s village). In forwarding the 
inronaation r^aiding this outrage in his letter No. 2734*, 
dated the 17th Decembw 1888* and urging the necessity of 
punitive measures, the Lieutenant>Govwnor gave his views as to 
die general priky which should be adopted for the future in 
the foUowing terms. 

”4 ..The priky ahi^ has been followed since 1872 owed 
its aceeptanoe to the fact that die Lushai Hills formed a real 
frimtier, haring beyond thmn theterritoriesof Upper Burma, 
imd Ant the occupation of these hiOs would have brought us 
into immediate luorimity to the tribes then imperfectly 
eontroBed by ^ ftirmese Oovemment. There were manifest 
obltctieas to tids, but since Uppmr Burma has been incenpo- 
intedwHh dwowntatritariea,thepoBtical condithms affecting 
ddi tfcnci of eountty have bsen changed. It is now surrounded 
tthattiddei by our settled dtstricts, or by petty States under our 
imwwdiate contycri. We cannot permit tbe conthmanoe in our 
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midst of groups of bead>Ukiiig savages without responsible 
Oiiefs, widiout organisation, and not amenable to political 
control, who yet from their geographical position are enabled 
to commit outrages with practical impunity upon our territory 
on all sides of them ; while we are put to great and constantly 
increasing expense to main tain lines of defence which prove 
ineffectual to protect our peaceful people. 

5. The alternative policy which commends itself to the 
Lieutenant-Governor is to undertake the permanent pacification 
of the whole tract 1^ means of roads run through it, and the 
substitution, for the present line of comparatively weak guards, 
of a central dominant post with an adequate military reserve, 
and such outposts as might be found necessary. The whole 
tract should be eventually brought under the control of a single 
officer stationed at the central post above mentioned. It is 
needless to point out that a similar policy has proved successful 
in many parts of India, as for instance, in the Garo, the Naga 
and the Cossyah Hills 

As regards immediate action, he did not, owing to the 
lateness of the season, advocate sending two expeditions into 
the Lushai country but advised that one only should be sent to 
the east to punish Houseata and his associates. 

The Expedition of 1889 — ^The Government of India agreed 
that this fresh and atrocious outrage made it “necessary that 
active measures should be immediately undertaken” (their letter 
No. 2424-E* dated the 19th December 1888), and stated their 
view of the purpose of the operations as follows. “4. The 
object of the expedition is essentially to prevent raiding. The 
primary objective of the force will be Sayipuia's village, and it 
will, as proposed by the Government of Bengal, proceed as far 
eastwards as may be possiUe with a view to operations 
against Howsata’s and Jahuta’s villages if time and the season 
permit. Communications will be maintained by meaiu of a 
road to be made from Demagiri as the force advances and die 
Officer in Command will be instructed to select, if such can be 
found, a dtuninant antral position suitable for the location of 
sufficient force, and capable of being held throughout the 

• BeofsiriteNd. L/SOof 1889. 
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gnim. 

The coaiae of the operadmM is described in Mr, Lyall’s 
lettee, He. 40241. T., dated toe $to May 1189*. The 17to 
Ptoruary 1889 mw matters sufficiently or^ised for a party 
edhslstiiw of 100 aica wito Mr. Murray and Captain 
ffitotoapear to Vteit Sayipuia’s village who was now convinced 
dmt we meant business and gave his whole support to our 
deuMads. Murray then went on to Yuidulal’s where he was well 
reeeivedk and heard news of Howsata*s death. The advance on 


Howntali ^lage was omnmenced on 14to Matrix, starting 
fioux toe fbrt which had been establitoed at Lungleh. (Lun^eh 
Wto dtoriibed as hill 3,500 feet high in toe neighbourhood 
ti toe vOlage at present [ 1889 } inhabited 1^ Saipuya’*.) 
IHtoto*# viBaiin was readied on the 19to March and Hbwsata's 
Oh toe TOto. Howtota*e grave was eaamined and xmdemeath 
Ito'toi^'toMtoun^ltoatoiiant Stewart’s goo, protoig, as Mr. 
Lj^^topoite^ftoat he had puniahed toe right men.*’ The 
«tol|ll#toto lto«to*8. 

fitotowlfd Jhpto a dtobar of Odefh wae hrid. It was 
toie ttottoPhnriaiqifllhitomwgl Ctolef^ 

iiMnafak ItoatodaV son 
' '‘mi I mhwtoh . Theue tepwe en ted toe 
^idMtotoi tototomts met toay save- iiadeftalto4f 
Ai Hr* tfH o haw tod H Ito eepont, tom wee 
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excelleiit as far as it went, but the Shendoos, owing to the 
lateness of the season, could not, except for the burning of the 
deserted vill^es of Howsata and Jahuta, be fully dealt with. 
Be that as it may, by the 16th April substantial punishment had 
been exacted. Fort Lungleh had been established, a road 
constructed, and it was possible to withdraw, leaving a garrison 
of one British Officer and 212 men of the Frontier Police in 
occupation of Lungleh. 

III. Tha Cfain>Loahal Expedition of 1889>90— The Lieu- 
tenant-Governor reviewed these results and considered what 
should be done in the ensuing season's operations in Chief 
Secretary Sir John Edgar's letter No. 19-PD*, dated the 3rd 
June 1889. His conclusion was “that the first object of the 
operations to be undertaken next year must be to reduce the 
Shendoos to submission, to recover the remainder of the arms, 
and the heads taken when Lieutenant Stewart was killed, and 
also to release captives taken in 1883 from the village of the 
Lushai Chief Lalsiva... This, however, should only be a subsi- 
diary object. The main scheme of operation next season should 
be devoted to the release of the captives carried away in the 
raids on the village of Pakuma Rani and those in the Chengri 
Valley, and to the infliction of such punishment on the prepet- 
rators of these atrocious outrages as may suffice to prevent the 
commission of similar raids in the future.’* 

The reference to the Chengri Valley concerned the following 
incident. On the 8th January 1889 a party of about 600 men 
led by Lengpunga (or Lianphunga) and his brother Zarok 
(Zahrawka), sons of Sukpilal (Suakpuilala)had descended on the 
valley whidi lay on the Chittagong Frontier and within 2 
mardies of Rangamati, burnt 24 villages, killed 101 persons and 
carried off 91 captives. Two contemporary letters give interest- 
ing details r^arding the habits of the raiders. Writing on 
February 26t]i, 1889, Mr. L. R. Forbes, Deputy Commissioner, 
Chittagong Hill Tracts, says— 

“I beg to state fliat according to the lists furnished the 
number carried off amounts to 91, viz., 76 in captivity and IS 


* penfainieNa L/a0oriW9, 
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fBMOOMd w «>Ga{N4. In addition to Ome tbrae afe ifioae that 
iiatnaMriflcndonnBdiiiiftheCadtf'aviUaga sud to 

hnwocMUidtiad wkide, Baaidea thaae die Mana^ar (Chakowand 
]iohtS#di^adi«le8)atatiea&creHiay be more Init owing to 
ni^ntioR to HWT^penh he has not been able to get informa* 
tkML ienoAtnifa (Uat^Aonga) I see has givoiiqi dd captives 
if to diese are added the IS escaped and transferied there 
remaim a very large number for sacrificed and suicide." 

Writing on July IStb. lSfi9 to die Secretary to the Chief 
Commiisioner. the Deputy Commissioner^ Cachar, Mr. J. D. 
Andmons^n;-^ 

**2 Lengpunga’s own account of the Chengri Valley 
raid appears to be as follows .‘—While Zarok ruled a separate 
he laid claim to the land of the Chengri Valley people, 
and kifotmed diem that, inasmuch as they were not tributary 
eidler to the British Oovemment, or to the Maharajah of 
Tbvdtnh, he intended to assert his rights to their lands as an 
elepbrntt-hunting ground. Shortly after this, some of the Chen- 
gs! Valiqr Kukis hovered about Zarok’s^kim cultivadon and 
scared his women and children. Zarok took counsel with his 
brothefi Lengpunga who (he candidly admits) advised him that 
it was his bounden doty to subjugate the Kukis, and for that 
purpose lent him some of his youi^ men. Lengpunga admits 
that ei^ souls, seven women and a boy were released two 
months ago, being ransomed by • "jemadar from Chittagong”. 
He says this petsmi paid down Ba. 185 in cash, and promised to 
pay Bb. 515 subsequmtly ; the latter sum to be treated as a loan 
ficom Lengpunga to him at a rate oi 10 per cent, per mensem. 
He (Lenumoga) has received no money subsequently and says 
dmt» tf more mon^ be not forthconung in two months’ time, 
he wilt riid again. At least such is the report of my informant, 
aim Mcaeeto Inurebsen much impressed by the OJeTs truculent 
' t te nt lg ib o wr t Our me sae nga u were aOosred frw accesa to the 
utfBiisw who gave them n fbtl acoowit Bow Ih^ were captur- 
aiiliiaipd 'WMlednff* tbqyaa watt ae their cepmts are suffering 
ftobtioaioily of fieoch>diiw more than the Luehais 
hOt lB> W> |i>|iairt a» they are n<d accustomed to Lushai messes 

Ip o&mmspaeta they appear to be treated 
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fairly well. They give a deplorable account of the journey to 
Lengpunga's village after they were taken captives. The babies 
of nursing women (who could not carry other loads than their 
children) were taken from them and butchered before their eyes. 
When they got to Lengpunga’s pungi, seven of them were sacri- 
ficed in the presence of rest, and then (repeating the action) *we 
put our hands to our eyes lest we should see any moFe\ So their 
words are reported to me. 

3. Lengpunga sturdily refused to let any captives go. The 
Deputy Commissioner of Cachar was ‘his father’, and so forth 
but the Chengri Valley affair had cost him Rs. 3,300, and if that 
sum were not paid, he was not going to let his victims go. 
These, according to his own account, are 55 in number ; but the 
Kukis themselves say that they know of 70 still surviving, and 
think there may be more in confinement of whom they know 
nothing.” 

Sir Steuart Bayley advised as follows regarding the conduct 
of the expedition. 

“...While, as before urged, steps should be taken at the out- 
set to reduce the Shendoos to submission, our main advance 
should not be towards their villages but should be directed 
northward along the hills overhanging the Dallcsari [known 
now-a-days as the Dhaleswari or Tlang], until some cammanding 
point could be occupied from which the villages implicated in 
the Chengri Valley outrage could be effectually visited and 
punished. When the people inhabiting the villages on both sides 
of Dallesari, and as far as the Sunai, have been reduced to 
complete submission, an advance should be made to the east, 
and the villages belonging to the sons of Bhuta [Vuta] should be 
dealt with in the same thorough-going manner as has proved so 
effectual this year in the case of Kamhows and other tribes of 
the Burmese frontier .. No attempt should be made without 
more complete knowledge of the country than we have at present 
to lay out the permanent road which will eventually have to be 
made between some point in the Chittagong Hill Tracts and 
some point on the frontier of Burma, and the Lieutenant 
Governor, as at present advised, is very doubtful whether the 
direction of such a road would coincide with the line of advance 



^ iim fitdm of 

1» CScdMi^ «ntf 

4fl#CM(NrMW iin Tf«^ 

t# • mmttay ptutitm i^iiim9(i!miifox^ktpBmm»Mpu^ 

ftegikNl ft Hut LoAai tiibM ftdvoc«ted in my letter above 
qooted.** 

Tba CHnwinttM^ In^ia deckle d oa tiw lltb Septenbnr 
198)1* tfurt OfNMnttiAii dumld take place. The fenerat was 
tbit a CkfMftOdf Cokma ahoidd move via. to Haka, 

W W Wtim , a INnoaCotanm ooitii^ &(mb Gaoviw via. Yokwa, a 
odtamBflNMttelbrmcrfom to pojiorth to punish the raiders 
oft dm ^Shaapri VlOqr ami Pakuana Raai. This was the ea* 
pedfidoo ICBOWtt as <[%iml^nshai Expedition of 1889-90. It 
mas on a bitter teak than that of 1888-89 and Bengal, Burma 
and Amam iril totde part Ihe **Sdiane** of Operations” 
drawn up by the Quarter Master General which was approved 
bp the Govemnuntt India stated the otyect of the expedition 
tirasi "The object <d' Uieexpedition will be, firstly, punitiveiy 
vltit oertaln tribw that have ndkled and committed depredations 
in Btitiah tenitorir, and have defined to make amends or to 
come to torms ; secondly to subjugate tribes as yet neu tral, 
bttt now, by fbroe ciromnstances brought within the sidiere of 
in^idl dombdon ; thirdly, to expiwe and open out as much 
aa can be done in dhe time, the, as yet oa^ partly known, 
ooantrp between Burma and Chitt^ong; and, lastly, if the 
nisessi^ arkes, to estabtish somi-pmmaaent posts in the r^ons 
yhdkd so as to ensure complete pacification and lecopaition of 
Adtinh power.” 

The Chittagong Odnmn based on Demagiri was under the 
ylmmetirf of Oetearil^ and the 3idOB mm engeged in- 
oMld the- Silt Beagil Infimtiy, 3f2ni Gurkha -lUfles, the 28th 
Jihibiijjrs^^ and detashamiHs of the 2/4th 
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Gurkha Rifles, the 9th Bengal Infantry, the Bengal Sappers and 
Miners and the Chittagong Frontier Police. Captain J. Shakes- 
pear was again attached as Field Intelligence Officer. From 
fliis force a column about 800 strong, referred to as the *‘North- 
em Column’* in the correspondence of the period, under Colonel 
G. J. Skinner of the 3rd Bengal Infantry, accompanied by Mr. 
C. S. Murray as Political Officer, was detached to the north- 
west principally in order to punish the raiders on the Chengri 
Valley and on Pakuma Rani’s village. 

Simultaneously with these movements in the south, a force 
composed of 400 men of the Surma Valley Battalion of Military 
Police under their Commandant, Mr. W. W. Daly, a police 
officer, was organised from Cachar with order to recover the 
captives taken in, and punish Liengpunga for the raid on the 
Chengri Valley ; to punish Vutais’ [Vuttaia] sons for the raid 
on Pakuma Rani’s villages ; and to establish a permanent post 
in the vicinity of Liengpunga’s village. The organisation of 
this force was undertaken in close consultation between Bengal 
and Assam, and Mr. Daly's instructions were agreed upon at a 
conference* held at the Lieutenant-Governor’s residence at 
Belvedere in Calcutta on 15 th January 1890 at which the 
Lieutenat Governor of Bengal, the Commander-in-Chief, the 
Chief Commissioner of Assam and Sir John Edgar, Chief 
Secretary of Bengal were present. They were as follows : — 

*^(1) Establish a stockaded godown, with the sufficient guard, 
at Changsil or any other place Daly considers preferable in the 
direction of Lengpunga’s village. 

(2) Collect all the information he can, and prospect for the 
road towards Lengpunga. 

(3) As soon as he can, open up communications with the 
Northern Column, and, when communications are opened, 
place, him self under the Officer Commanding the Column. 

(4) Meanwhile, when everything is made perfectly secure, 
Daily is not precluded from advancing against Lengpunga, with 

* Assam Secretariat, Polhieal and JudicUl, A, Militaiy Proceedings, 
Oetoberl890, Nos. 4-10. 

t Assam Secretariat, Political and Judicial. A, Military Procedings, 
August 1890, Nos. 68-15Z 
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ftt qwislobjHA of poaUUm Lcogpuaea m comptotefy and 
avM^ as Ui means pem^, unless Lenfininga surrendets 
Mns^WMWaditionalfy, udi^m up aU captives. 

(5) There is no otyectton to Italy's reodmg fiinidfy over* 
toNB from otfwri^llBgetvdiiclidkl not take part in the teeoit 
raide”. 

Mr. Dahr was acconqiMUiied by 3 Britidi Officers, Messrs. 
3. R. Camae, and L. St 3. Brodrick of the Assam Police, and 
Mr. S, N. Walker of the Police, widi Dr. Patridge and 

siffiequend^ Soigeon Coleman of the dSrd Gurkha Rifles, as 
Mb^Sat Officers. Mr. Daly left his base camp at 3hainadierra 
k Caohar c« the 18th 38nttary 1890, reached Changsil on the 
24 1h 3amiafy and joined han& with Colonel Skinner's column 
onthe llthFebruaiyat Aljal, On the 30th, 3annary, 58 of 
Lengpunga’s captives were brought in to Changsil, to be 
followed by S more on the next day, while the last remaining 
captive, a youi^ ^rl of about 8 years old, was brought in a 
good deal later on 9tfa February. "Thus'’ ( to quote the Chief 
Cofflmfakoaoer*s letter No. 2876*3.,* dated the 19th July 1890, 
to the Government o! India ) "the recovery of the Chengri 
valley captives, one of most important objects of the expedition 
WM oompletdy and expeditiously attained without bloodshed." 
On February 4th, Mr. Daly reached the Aijal range and built 
a stockade on a site which he describes as "a good one for a 
permanent post”, and which eventually became the site of the 
headquaters of the X.ttshai Hills District. On the 8tfa he 
advanced on Lengpunga’s village some 16 miles south of Aijal, 
not fitr distant from the pre8seat*day Ullage of Tachhip. Here 
he bad an intmview with the Chief but did not jdace him under 
ancsi. Three days later Colonel Skinner's Northern Column 
aitlved, and Mr. Daly ffiencefortii came under his orders. 
LeuRpmqpi thm fled and k was some time bt^ore he come 
agabi In cmitact wkh our t^Bcers. The ihilure to a{q>rdiend 
Ibiffiiwilia led to a good dial of correq^ndence, Daly*st 


» mmH fleaetadat. FohUeal, A Inaa IWl. Non 1*34. FilelL/SO 
ehUNMi... 
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explanation was that the man had come into his camp only 
after persuasion by the Political Jamadar, Shib Charan, and on 
a solemn promise that he would not be detained. Daly» there- 
fore, was unwilling to break faith with him by seizing him. He 
got him to promise, however on condition his life was spared, 
to give himself up when Colonel Skinner's Column arrived. But 
the man alarmed at learning of the approach of the Column^ 
would not come in. Daly then made arrangements to try and 
capture him. But Colonel Skinner's Column arrived earlier 
than expected, and Lengpunga took to flight. The Chief 
Commissioner, however, and the Government of Bengal were 
both suiflciently satisfied that Daly acted rightly. 

There was no opposition worthy of the name throughout 
these operations which were completed in March 1890, and, 
apart from the rescue of the Chengri Valley captives, the main 
work achieved was to establish posts and organise communica- 
tions. The Assam Column established posts at Aijal (on the 
range on which Lengpunga's village lay) and Changsil, while in, 
the south. Fort Tregear, cast of Lungleh on the Darjow 
[Darzo] Range, was established and Fort Lungleh was 
improved. 

In reviewing the results of the expedition, the Adjutant- 
General in his report No. 41 79-A.,* dated the 16th July 1890, 
said — 

“3. [ The objects of the expedition ] have been attained by 
the expedition in a most complete manner, and his Excellency, 
cannot too highly bring to the notice of the Government of 
India the excellent conduct of all concerned, in having so 
cheerfully borne the hardships and overcome the difficulties 
which had to be encountered — difficulties which were consi- 
derably enhanced by the physical condition of the country and 
the severe sickness which sUtacked the force, and which crippled 
the Burma columns to almost a dangerous extent. 

4. In such adverse circumstantces^ the results which have 
attended the Operations of the expedition must be regarded as 
emineutly satisfactmy ; for not only has communication 

Bensal Secretariat, Political, A, June 1891, Nos. 1-34, FHe IL./5e- 
ofiaso. 
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Xtween Bengal aad Bofnaa been «rtabltthed, and the tribes 
iliiki had inevioniiljr |im annoyuice &th^ dedtwtth, but 
4dt dM prinri^trdiM inhebitiiig the country have been brouidtt 
under aabjufatien, a large number of captives udio had been 
in the handeid'tfiese tribes restored to Uidr own homes, — and 
militaiy posts at certaia places for the preservation of order, 
and as evidence of ^kidi supremacy, established**. 

The Lieuteaaat<3ovemor of Bengal hi his letter No. 39* 
P. R. T.,* dated the 19th August 1890, agreed with this view so 
teas the punMunent of Howsata, Paona and Jahuta was 
concerned, and said diat ttere was not much “left to be done 
in the way of punishment in connexion with the tribes under 
Lengpimga and the sons of Vutai who were responsible for the 
raids on the Pukuma Rani*s village and on the Chengri 
Vahey'*. He was still of opinion, howevo*. that a further 
expedition in the ensuing cold weather was required against the 
trftes occupying the loop of the Koladyne, to whom had been 
traced responsibility for the raid on the Chima Valley ( of the 
15dl February 1888 ). This, as it turned out, did not become 
necessary as 3 viDages concerned themselves surrendered. 

A reference to the future administration of these hills is 
made in paragraidi 3 of the same letter in the following terms. 

“3. The suggestion, however, for separating the Bengal 
portion of this territory entirety from the Chittagong Hill Tracts, 
and ttansfiUfring to it the frontier p<dice rtf the latter district 
'fubigit would Uieiealter be manned only by civil police), and for 
piacing die new district under a separate political agency con- 
UrdUsd by the Commisrirmer of Qiittagong, is one sriiich comm- 
■eoAi Hscif to the lieutenant-Oovemor. It has already been 
cttfihd out to some extent, and when curtain financial and legal 
huve been vrotlHd out, die Lieutettaiit«Oovemor will 
addmu die Government India with a view to give full 
eflhct to the propoeaL**^ 

Gd ^ admiabttui^ ride ttese operadwis led to the crea- 
tion ef the 2 districts ot die Nordi Lnshai HiOs and Soudi 

* •««BtPBsM0.1L40eri»Q, 
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Lushai Hills, with headquarters at Aijal and Lungleh respec- 
tively. The North Lushai Hills became part of the Chief 
■Conunissionership of Assam, while the southern district was 
attached to Bengal. 

IV. The North Lushai Hills District— The future of this 
area was the subject of discussion before the conclusion of the 
■Chin-Lushai operations, and in February 1890* the Chief 
Commissioner of Assam, Mr. J. W, Quinton, caused inquiries to 
be made from Mr. Daly, who was then in Aijal. as to details of 
the garrison necessary and so on, as he had reason to believe 
that “a proposal will be made to him to take over in some form 
or other, the administration of the North Lushai country”. The 
final proposals for the control of the Northern portion of the 
Lushai Hills are contained in Mr. Quinton’s letterf No. I830-P., 
dated the 15th May 1890. One important point, that of the 
method of exercising control, is dealt with as follows. 

“...Mr. Quinton was,... satisfied that the mere occupation 
by a police force of certain points in the tract referred to would 
not in itself be sufficient to bring under our influence the chief 
with whom we have been so lately in collision, and that, if this 
•object was to be adequately attained, it was essential that an 
officer, possessing both experience and judgment, should be at 
the same time appointed to feel his way among the people, and 
gradually accustom them to our control. It is quite impossible 
to employ the Deputy Commissioner of Cachar for this propose. 
It is true that our intercourse with the Lushais has hitherto been 
conducted under the control of that officer, but such intercourse 
has been only very slight, and our dealings with the Lushais 
have been few and infrequent. This state of things has, how- 
ever, been completely altered by the late expedition, and the 
Deputy Commissioner could not, consistently with the due per- 
foimance of his odier duties, spare the time required for the 
closer control and more constant communication, from which 
alone Uie extension of our influence over the tribes concerned 
can be looked for. Accordingly, the Chief Commissioner has 

* Assam Secretariat, Military, B, Progs. August 1890, Nos. 106-114, 

t Aasma Seoetariat, Political amt Jodidal, A, Foreign Progs; August 
1890. Nos. 47-77. 
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Offiifotiiv Att^tut CosniBissioatr of 
inlieet to tbofionfiniiatioo trf’foe Ooveni* 
a|ip(^tad him PoUtkal Oflker in the North- 
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Commistioiier’s ptoposali were accepted by the 
it of ibdia in their tettn^ No. 139!,* dated t^ 3nl 


Ii^y 1890 of which the following it an extract > 

**...the ffieaaum yon recommend omtanplate— 

<1} The eaiydoymeat of 300 men of the Frontier Police to 
hold die tract ot country, which will henceforth be 
under your control. 

(9 The appohitment of a Pohtical OfBcer to conduct our 


relatkma with die tribee. The officer selected for this 


duty it Captain H. R. Browne, and it is proposed to 
grant him a salary of Rs. 1,000 a mondi, leaving his 
Vacancy in the ^sam Commission unfilled for the 


present. 

f3) Theaiqiointmentofan Atsistant Commandant of the 
Surma Valley Police Battalion. A young military 
officer will be selected for this post, and receive a suff 
allowance of Rs. 200 a month in addition to the 
ndlitaty pay of his rank. 

(4> The aipdntment of an European medical officer with 
the pay atta^ed to a first>dass civil station. 

(5) The oiganttldon of a coolie corps of 100 men, who 
vdQ taoeive Rs. H) a month with free rations, and the 
maintoiance of a small resmve of boat carriage between 
Rudnaefaem and Changsil. 

e • • * 


i 4. Itis obaerved from the second paragraidi of your letter 
miir«^>dudy<0tt coaemr in the cpinkm of His Humour 
M»'lit<atilii»nM3(^^ Bengid that it would be prematnie 
fo ffit aagr gecfcaphi^ boimdaty bemwea Bet^al 
foPJyiHh. ThvOWtr^offoovfihiiaBorthe deaceodants If 
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Lalul will, however, come under your jurisdiction. I am to 
say that the Government of India agree to this arrangement as 
a temporary measure, until fuller information of the country 
in question shall have been obtained. As regards the boundary 
between Assam and Burma, 1 am to forward a copy of a tele- 
gram* from the Chief Commissioner of Burma, and to state 
that the Government of India concurs in the views as therein 
set forth. The Tashons will accordingly remain under the 
control of the authorities in Burmah for the present.” 

Curiously enough, it was not until the 6th September 1895 
that the ds facto position as regards the administration of the 
North Lushai Hills districts, which had persisted since 1 890 
apparently without formal legal sanction, was regularised by a 
proclamation, No. 1698-E., made by the Governor-General in 
Council. 

Captain Browne, who had lately been Personal Assistant to 
the Chief Commissioner, arrived at Aijal in May 1890 in the 
appointment of Poilitical Officer. His instructions were 
contained in the Chief Commissioner’s letter No. 1468-P.,t 
dated the 22nd April 1890, and ran as follows : — 

“I am directed by the Chief Commissioner to communicate, 
for your information and guidance, the following instructions — 

1. Your headquarters will be at Fort Aijal but you should 
keep moving about among the chiefs with the object of esta- 
blishing political influence and control over them, and inducing 
them to submit themselves gradually to our rule. As fjir as 
your means will allow, you should further endeavour to put 
down open raidings to protect our friends, and to punish those 
who ihjure them. You will otherwise not be strict to mark 
what is amiss or attempt to introduce a criminal administration, 
which, under existing circumstances, you are not in a position 
to enforce. You will leave the inhabitants, as far as possible, 
to settle their own affairs among themselves. For the present, 
you should consider as coming within the scope of your 
influence the tribes inhabiting the tract lying between the Cachar 


• No. 367, dated the 7th June 1890. 

t Assam Secretariat, Fordiga A Prooeediogs, June 1S91, Nos. 5-9. 
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FfOOtier on ^ north. Hit! Tipperah on the west, the Manipur 
Hf/tt on the east, and on the south an imaginary line drawn east 
md awst through the Darlung Peak. It is desirable that you 
Aonld, if possible, open communications with the officers sdio 
will represent the Bengal and Burma Governments at Fort 
Lungleh, Fort Tregear, Haka and Fort White. You should 
also take evmy opportunity of procuring information regarding 
the numerical strength of the several tribes with whom you may 
come into contact from time to time, and regarding such 
matten as their tribal customs and organisation, particulars of 
Which may be of considerable use hereafter. 

2. After your arrival at Fort Aijal, you will take up and 
enquire fully into the question of the complicity of Lenpunga in. 
the Chengri Valley raid, and submit a full report on the subject 
to the Chief Commissioner, containing any recommendations 
you consider fitting as to Lengpunga’s punisnment. 

3. If, as the Chief Commissioner understands from Mr. 
Daly to be the case, some of the Chiefs are willing or anxious 
to pay revenue or tribute, you will receive it in money or kind as 
tendered, subject to the orders of the Chief Commissioner, and 
you will endeavour to induce others to follow their example ; 
but no attempt should be made at present to exact revenue or 
tribute from tribes unwilling to pay it. You should report fully 
in due course what you find the position to be in regard to the 
willingness or otherwise of the tribes to pay revenue or tribute ; 
and, pending the final orders of the Chief Commissioner, you 
diould be careful not to accept, in return for the payment of 
revenue or tribute, any obligations of a nature which might 
raider their fbture fulfilment a matter of difficulty. 

4. You should re*open the bazar at Changsil if, as the 
ChicI’ Commissioner understands to be the case, the Lushais are 
amdotts for its reestablishment, and, so far as is practicable 
dttrhig the rainy season, you should examine the country 
between Changsil and our frontier, with a view to advise upon, 
timtidlliuiiratoftlmro^ which must ultimatdy be made to 
CQkmact Cadwr with Ludiai>land. 

9. You Win ekeiciae the powers of a Deputy Commi*- 
sitttMf dVOr ffie tudioh qrarteied within the tract described 
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in paragraph 1 as coining within the scope of your influence. 

6. You will correspond directly with the Secretary to the 
Chief Commissioner, to whom you will submit weekly diaries. 
Any important matters, or any matters which may appear to 
you to require orders, should be reported separately for the 
consideration of the Chief Commissioner*’.* 

A subsequent letter of the same date informed him that the 
Political establishment hitherto attached to office of the Deputy 
Commissioner, Cachar, would be transferred to his office. 

The Western Lushai Chiefs were restive and were determined 
neither to pay revenue nor to supply labour, and objected to the 
punishment of Lengpunga, which, as Captain Browne announced 
in a Durbar of Chiefs held on 14th June 1890, was to be 
deposition for 4 years. (This Durbar was held on the mound 
on which Aijal Jail now stands.) Their dissatisfaction 
culminated on 9th September 1890 in the ambushing of Captain 
Browne on his way down from Aijal to Changsil, at a point 
only 2 miles from Changsil. Apparently he had taken no 
special precautions against attack, being accompanied by a 
small parly of only 4 police sepoys. Three of his men were 
killed and Captain Browne himself succumbed to loss of blood 
from three severe wounds in the arm fifteen minutes after reach- 
ing the Changsil stockade. An attack was made on the same 
day on another party consisting of sepoys and coolies between 
Aijal and Sairang and 1 1 of them killed. This outbreak was 
evidently quite unexpected by the local officers and it is possible 
that the immediate cause of its sudden occurrence may be found 
in the opinion expressed by Sir Frederick Roberts then 
Commander in-Chief in India, that the assaults on Changsil and 
Fort Aijal were the result of a “great drink on the part of the 
tribes and to the fact, stated in one of the late Captain Browne’s 
diaries, that the neighbouring Lushais had been considerably 
excited at the prospect of some revenue being demanded from 


* Assam Secretariat, Political and Judicial. A, Foreign Progs. 
October 1890, Nos. 1-135. 

Assam Secretariat, Foreign, A, August 1891, Nos. 30-38. 

Assam Secretariat, Forc^, A, May 1892, Nos. 3-110. 
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AiitU md ChnqN wim &ainedi8»siy b«iieged by the 
the former beii^ Gommanded by Stnyeon H. B. 
MetviDe, I.hl.S., ahd the lauer by Lieuteoaat RW.GCole 
tlUitinr Sir Harry ColeJ Commandant of the Surma valley 
Militaiy P<rfice Battalimi, who had with him 170 Military 
Police. A Relief Force of 200 men of tim Surma Valley 
liifiilitary Police was sent up from Sikhar at once with Lieut- 
enant A. C. Tytier, Assistant Commandant, hi command and 
acimmpattied also by Lkutmiant R. R. Swinton of the 44th 
Bei^I Rifantiy, Mr. A. W. Shuttleworth, Assistant Superin- 
tendent of Police, and Dr. Whitchurch, l.M.S. Swinton was 
tmfortunately killed on the 20th September in a light which 
took i^ce as the force was making their way up the Dhaleswart 
liver towards Changsil. On the 28th Changsil was relit ved. Jn 
leibning to the defence of Changsil on this occasion, Mr. 
tjuinton. Chief Commissioner of Assam, observed that— 
'‘Lieutenant Cole on this sudden emergency exhibited great 
coolness and sound judgment to udiich it is probably mainly 
owing that the garrison was not surprised and cut off” On 
the 2nd October Cole and Tytier started to the relief of Aijal 
sccompanied by a force under the command of Lieutenant 
Wfatson of the 40th Bengal Infantry. They reached that place 
on the 4th October and brought Dr. Melville’s arduous labours 
to an end. Dr. Melville was deservedly commended by the 
Cbkf Commissoner for the way in which he drfended the place 
bi the following tennsl— (Chief Commissioner’s letter No 4346- 
P.,* dated 20tb October 1890) “The Chief Cmnmissioner would 
lurtag to the special notke of the Government of India the 
mtceUent services rendered by that young medical officer m 
circumstances so novel and foreign to the sidiere of his proper 
He had bemi invested since the 9th September and 
Ida aMa|i:^ttisoa of 110 native officers and men and 43 others 
tind suflUmd great hardships Horn wet and cold, constant duty, 
tdioitage of food and want of warm clothing. It was stated 
«n dtaiy that 5 out of every 6 men had no waml 

'r^O^'^atall. 
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from the post of Deputy Commissioner, Lakhimpur to be Poli- 
tical Officer in succession to Captain Browne. He lost no time 
in setting out and with Captain Williamson of the Commissariat, 
he arrived at Changsil on 5th October where he found Mr. 
A. W. Shuttleworth in command. 

The operations undertaken to subdue the country were rapid 
and successful. By the end of the year all offending villages had 
l>een destroyed ; the Lushais had suffered some 50 casualties ; 
fines in guns had been realised and great losses in property had 
been inflicted. The opposition encountered was in fact not very 
serious and our casualties were nil. In the last days of Novem- 
ber and first days of December, Lenkhunga [Liankunga], Lalrhi- 
ma [Laihrima], Sailenpui [Sailianpuia], Thangula [TlianghulaJi 
Lenpunga, and Khalkam had all surrendered. It was Lenkhun- 
ga’s men who were responsible for the death of both Captain 
BrowLC and Mr. Swinton, but Lalrhima was also implicated and 
it was he who eventually surrendered much of Captain Browne’s 
personal property. The action which resulted in the taking of 
Khalkam’s village was well-planned and was carried out by a 
combined movement of forces from the direction of both Aijal 
and Changsil. Khalkam fled but 5 days later gave himself up to 
McCabe’s “inexpressible delight”, as he put in his letter ol the 
23rd November 1890.* 

McCabe’s appreciation of these events is contained in his 
letter No. 13 dated the 19th January 1891*, of which the follow- 
ing is a quotation : — 

“As far as I have been able to ascertain, the Western Lushais 
under the headship of Sukpilal, formed decidedly the most 
powerful combination of villages in these hills. After his death, 
about 1880-81, the chieftainship devolved on Khalkam, who has, 
from that date, virtually assumed control of this section of the 
Lushais, and has been more than able to hold his own against 
aggressive action on the part of the tribes east of the Sonai. I 
bave noted with astonishment the blind submission rendered to 
these Lnshat Rajas by their dependents, combining a feeling of 
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almost fiBal affiBetkm witlb (me of fear, and considend that thk 
k a Uetot diet cannot he igmnged in miy futnie arrangements 
diat may he made fenr dw adndnistrstkm of these hills. It may. 
^ereforet he safdy aiyned that inponishing the chkih we pnnidi 
die prime movers and instigators of the late raid, and at the 
same time impress on the l^ishais generally that they will have 
to seek a different sonroe from which to derive their initiative in 
any of thdr ftitaie undettakings. 

As I 014 as SulqMlai was alive, we had only one unit to deal 
witii, new we have his many descendants, who may be classified 
as follows .in order of merit as regards the extent of their in- 
ffnence:— 

1. Khalkam (Kalkhama]. 2. Lengpunga [Lianphunga]. 

1 3. Sailoipui {SailianpuiaJ. 4. Thanruma. 

5. Lenkhun^. 6 . Rankupa [Hrangkhupa]. 

7. Lalrhima. 8 . Thangula [Thanghula]. 

9. Lalsavuta. 10. Thalien. 

11. Lalluia [kaliuaia]. 12. Miothang [Hmingthanga]. 

13. Lenkbai [Liankhama]. 14. Thompong[Thawmpawngal]. 
15. Tolera. 

Of these, Lenkhunga, Rankupa, Lalrhima, Lalsavuta and 
Lalluia are mete hoys, while Tolera, Miothang, Thompong, 
Thalien and Lenkhai are dependents of Sukpilars family, so that 
we have only to deal with Khalkam, Lenkhunga (S»« ; this should 
be Lengpunga}, Sailenpui, Thanruma, and Thangula as respon- 
sible agents. Thanruma is still at large, and his village is com- 
pletely dispersed, and I do not anticipate that he will give us 
any tronUe in the future. 

As regards Sailenpui, 1 have no evidence against him 
svflicientto vramnt his deportatiem, and from his previous 
Mstory I am inclined to think tiwt he is well disposed towards 
■the llritish Covmnmait. The reports of the Deputy Commi- 
'ssiemm of Qudmr from 1880 up to date speak most favourably 
of him^ and desoibed hhn as influential, popular, and endowed 
wifla an aptiNde for tuUng. I had no occauon to attack his 

yilbige. as he made a voltmtuy sunendor, and he has given me 

great asiilttilw'n witii uoolie labour, mid proved thm he could 
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command, even under adverse circumstances, immediate and 
implicit obedience to his orders. 

In the interest of the future effective administration of these 
hills, it is necessary to utilize existing powers, and pending your 
sanction, I have, as a temporary measure, and without making 
any conditions or promises whatsoever, released Sailenpui« and 
told him that I will hold him responsible for the actions of the 
villages under his control. 

This may appear at first sight a mild condoning of the late 
Lushai rising, but I think that, looking forward to the Govern- 
ment of the country with a minimised expense, the measure will 
meet with the approval of the Government of India. I have 
had an opportunity of seeing Sailenpui daily, of noting his 
personal influence, and have read carefully all his previous 
history. On these facts I have based my present plans, and consi- 
der that unless some responsible chief be released, I shall have 
to deal with scattered units, and for some years to conic Govern- 
ment will find no one on whom responsibility can be thrown. 

Khalkam was the leading spirit in the recent rising, and 1 
consider that his deportation will have a good effect on the 
Lushai chiefs generally. Lengpunga has a bad record and the 
punishment inflicted on him last year does not seem to have 
proved an effective deterrent. He openly disregarded the 
orders of Government, rebuilt his villages, and threatened 
Lenkhai mantri, who had made himself popular with the Politi- 
cal Officer. During the present outbreak he has undoubtedly 
been one of our most subtle, though not prominent, opponents, 
and his presence in these hills would always prove a source of 
danger to us. Thangula Raja is Khalkam’s step-brother and 
his right-hand man in the attacks on Aijal and Changsil. After 
careful deliberation, I have come to the conclusion that the 
deportation of Khalkam, Lengpunga, and Thangula w'lll prove 
of salutary effect, and facilitate the administration of the Lushai 
Tribes.” 

The Chief Commissioner fully endorsed Mr. McCabe’s, 
advice in his letter No. 753-P.,* dated the 7th March, 1891, ta 
the Government of India in the following words. 

* Assam Secretariat Foreign, A, May 1892, Nos. 3-1 10. 
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CMef Comsiuioiicr.<.« 0 cepts fully Mr. McCabe’s 
&tdiiig as to the fuilt of the three cbids whom he firoposes to 
XIMlhaiii, loagimnga, iusd lluuqaila, sad coi^ 
itt the ocHirse the Political Offionr hat adeiKed. of leaving 
Sihttuipiii aad the other dtkf descendants of Sukpilal (except 
Thanroma) at large, ahd workhig through the former for the 
coakol and pacification the country. 

2. Khalkam. Len^muga and Thangula have been deported 
'and are now avnUtiag the final orders of the Government of 
India, in die Tezjnir Jail, in accordance with warrants of 
commitment under Regulation III of 1818 forwarded by you 
rmd Thaonma, who lived close to Aijal and whose conduct 
was marked by special treachery towards Captain Browne, has 
fled. If arrested, he should be dealt with in the same way as 
the others. The Political Officm* recommends that the three 
chieR now in custody should be deported for a term limited to 
a defined number of years, and adds that he “thinks it advisable 
that the future good behaviour of the villages under the Rajas’ 
control be made a condition on which the term of banishment 
should be based, as it is decidedly unwise to kill hope and let 
loose a number of out-laws in the district.” Mr. Quinton 
considers that the security of the British dominions, whether 
ftam foreign hostility or internal commotion, calls for the con- 
lUloment of these men as State prisoners. They have all three 
taken iwominent parts in the late rising. 

3. Lwkgpunga was only three years ago the leader in a raid 
upon British subjects, which necessitated the despatch of a 
mtiitary mcpedition to inflict punishment on the guilty parties 
404 ^ve security to British districts, and all three were present 

the Darbar at Fort Aijal on the 14th <4’ June, and swore 
fiqmkkliip wi^ Captain Browne, inomisfatg to obey his orders 
n4 thno months afterwaMs semtly rose in rebellion, killed 
CSIlptidn Srivwnc aod peacefiil traders and cotdies, and endea- 
vohiad to cut off oijtr gMcriOms at Fort Aijal and ChangsiL 
SSta^axt, me&F of tutbotmd character aad of great influence 

<o4 thOrpast career shows that 
used fiv «my good purpose^ 
hv iMc ^ admissioas, was the head of the 
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confederacy, and Thangula was his step-brother and right-hand 
man. The Chief Commissioner doubts whether Regulation III 
of 1818 authorises a sentence of imprisonment for a definite 
term on any person confined under its provisions, but he has 
no doubt that a long term must elapse before these three 
chiefs can safely be allowed to return to Lushai-land and have 
the opportunity of exciting to violence against their peaceful, 
neighbours the restless tribes whom we are now endeavouring 
to bring under control. Mr. Quinton would suggest that the 
place of their deportation be changed from this Province, 
where they are in dangerous proximity to their own country, 
to the Andaman Islands, or some other place in British India 
where they may be under no temptation to escape from custody 
and may gradually acquire habits of peacefulness and industry.” 

The Government of India concurred and Khalkam, Leng- 
punga and Thangula were accordingly ordered to be detained 
for ten years under regulation 111 of 1818. The two former 
Chiefs hanged themselves in Hazaribagh Jail in the following 
September, an incident which caused little or no interest among 
their late subjects. The result of Mr. McCabe's expedition is 
described in the Report for the year 1891-92 as “The complete 
pacification of the North Lushai villages west of the Sonai 
river.” 

These operations against the western Chiefs were followed by 
the erection of a stockade at Sonai Bazar and a “promenade” in 
the Eastern Lushai country, i.t., on the east of the Sonai river. 
The purpose of this was not punitive, but rather exploratory so 
as to make the ac^iiamtnnce of the Chiefs and to locate the 
sites of the different villages ; and also to inform the tribes that 
they were now under the control of the British Government and 
that they would have to pay revenue. This “promenade” lasted 
from the 24th January up to the Sth March 1891 and McCabe 
took with him a force of 400 men of the 43rd Gurkha Light 
Infantry under Colonel Evans, (the same ofiBcer, no doubt, who 
{vesided over the Military Court of Inquiry set up in Manipur 
after the disastrous events of March 1891) and 20 Military 
Police. McCabe expressed himself, at any rate then, as entirely 
•i^iaM with the results, though he was careful to observe that 
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it w»s ‘^oo e9Tiy to prognosticate a^mt absolute diect this pro» 
tnenade on the Eattent Lasbds would have or udtether house- 
tax would he paid udtbout demur after next harvest.” Be that 
-as it may, he could diow that he had increased our topographi* 
«at knowledge of die hills ; he had obtained local information 
about the country and the people ; he had entered into relations 
widi the Chteft, vdio had f^reed to pay house-tax and supply 
tioe and labour ; and he had shown that a force could march 
frran village to village and rely upon obtaining Lushat coolies 
and supplies, the latter an important point. 

la 1892 occurred the Eastern Lushai rising, the suppression 
of whidi necessitated an expedition on a considerable scale, Mr. 
McCabe was Political Ofiicer of the North Lushai Hills at the 
time and his Report written some 6 weeks after the expedition 
had completed its work, and dated the 23rd July 1892*, contains 
some valuable historical information. He points out that from 
1872 to 1892 the Eastern Lushais gave no trouble. He says that 
die rising appears to have been mainly due to the determination 
of one of the Chiefs, Lalbura, not to submit to the payment of 
house-tax or the supply of coolies and rice. The tax was easily 
realised from nearly all the other villages which McCabe visited 
•but there were one or two important ones, notably, besides 
Lalbura’s, those of Poiboi [Pawibawia], and Bungteva [Buang- 
theuva] which showed signs of recalcitrance. Matters came to 
a head in February 1892, when McCabe ordered Lalbura to 
supply 100 coolies. Lalbura refused and McCabe decided to 
visit the village. Towards the end of February Jie started for 
LgjHrani and at his first stage on the journay he found Lalbura’s 
tfiatt engai^ in burning his camp at the Sonai. He readied 
'ladbura on the 29th February. Mr. McCabe had an unpleasant 
<C 9 q(iBrience hare. Spme 300 LiMuds were seen advancing to- 
iNMir'dmvBii^ Mr. McCabe ordered Lieutenant Tytler to 
fi|» a vo^ whi^ hdd up the enemy tempmaiity. But before 
i ii k >ito to t y dBqwsitions oould be taken vp to guard a^unst 
eviiy qtamw the XttthiM sAarted to fi^ 
Wk'libfylbiiit putyi however, managed togettnachoffiidr 
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baggage out, and this was placed in a heap in the open centre of 
the village. The coolies were told to lie down and take shelter 
from the bullets behind this. So great was the heat that the 
brass plates of the sepoys, who lay near the west face of the 
stockade, became twisted into fantastic shapes. Severe fighting 
followed, but McCabe established himself in the village without 
real difficulty, though Poiboi, Bungteya and Langkham [Lain- 
Ichama] joined in and aided Lalbura in the repeated attacks 
which were delivered on McCabe’s position between 1st March 
and 10th April. During this period, on the 4th of April, a parly 
of Lushais from Maite, Poiboi and Lalbura raided Boruncherra 
Tea Estate in the Hailakandi Subdivision of Cachar district, 
their object being to divert attention from the Eastern Lushai 
people, an object of course which was not fulfilled. In this raid 
45 persons were killed and 13 carried off into captivity. 

It was clear that operations on a big scale would have to be 
undertaken and a request was made for Military aid. Three 
hundread men of the 18th Bengal Infantry under Lieutenant- 
Colonel R. H. F. Rennick, were sent up to Aijal, and they 
arrived there on the 19th March, releasing the Military Police 
for operations in the field, McCabe’s plan was to keep Aijal 
strongly protected, to fortify Lalbura as a main base and to 
make a road from Aijal to the Sonai, so as to maintain his com- 
munications with Aijal. This road which was 14 miles in length 
over difficult country was completed by Mr. Sweet on the 3rd 
April and McCabe was ready to start on the 10th April. Captain 
Loch, Commandant of the Military Police, was in command of 
the column, which consisted of 225 men of the Surma Valley 
Military Police, under Lieutenant Tytler, Roddy and Johnson, 
and 75 men of the 18th Bengal Infantry under Lieutenant 
Edwards. The remaindte of the 18th Regiment under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Rennick garrisoned the fort at 
Aijal throughout the operations and gave great assistance in 
supplying food and reinforcements from the base. On the 14th 
April Poiboi was captured. The attack had been planned for 
the previous day, but as many coolies of the transport depart- 
ment were suffering from moon-blindness the advance was so 
delayed that cam^ had to be made on the banks of the Tuirmi, 
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ani Ike Mtidr iMM^poned. Tim village waadun steamed at dawm; 
aftt^ aat«9> dlaa^ of over 2g00dfeet At tids time Bodioi’s. 
viBage etnrtbM of 722 booses. Qo die Tib May, Bungt^ 
was c^toted. Befine the end of May Lalbura was a fugitive 
aad att tedhtaaoe was at an end. The destroetion of Maite at the 
end of May was the last hopojtant event in these operations. 
On the 8di lone the Expedition returned to AijaL They had 
hadaverystrennointime, fighting and marching under very' 
harsh condititMis in inclement weather, but they were comp- 
lete^ lucoesshd in subduing the resistance of the eastern Lushais 
aad easoaldes were small. 16 killed and 30 wounded. Fortu- 
nately the Western Lushais bdiaved well throughout this period, 
having evidmitly learned their lesson m 1890. 

It it interesting to note that in forwarding McCabe’s Report 
to the Government of India in his letter No. 4873-P..* dated 
the 23rd October 1892, the Chief Commissioner already had in 
mind the possibility of the indushm of the South Lushai Hill m 
the Assam administration. He was awaiting then McCabe’s 
report on that prt^xisal. Probably the incidents of the ex- 
pedition had emidiasised the inconvenience of having the South- 
ern Lodtais under a different administration from the North. 
In sympathy with the Eastern Lushai rising, for instance, the 
Bowlongs in South Lushai also took up arms, and were dealt 
with by Ciptain Shakespear from the South together with a 
eoltunn from Burma. But these forces failed owing to lack of 
pcovidmis to join hands with McCabe at Bungteya as arranged 
and McCahe seems to oondder that this detracted from the 
rendts of his campaign to some extent. 

In came to light that the Chief of Falam within 

BMaMWWdemmMhag and reheiving tribute from Chiefs within 
dm iWhai BDIs, and the Pditical (Mker> North Lushai Hills, 
jhmed aodolta tnfibedliBct diat Lushai Qtiefs were not to meet 
jf^dflMaadaMfhe Among the Oiiefs who had paid 

fijjwo iCidfuiaa as wdl as others even neater 

. dm WMesa l«duds gswenotioal^ 
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conditions had improved so much that the Chief Thangula who 
had been deported in 1891 was allowed to return >in July 1895, 
long before the ten years period, for which he was detained, 
had expired. 

In the Eastern Lushai Country Lalbura submitted, and the 
Howlongs gave no trouble. But it became necessary to undertake 
an expedition against Kairuma, the determination of whom, and 
the other descendants of Vuta, in the east of the district to 
maintain their independence had been sufficiently evident when 
Shakespear, Political Officer, South Lushai Hills, and the 
Political Officer, North, had met at Kairuma^s in January 1895. 
Loch with Lieutenants Wilson of the 44th Gurkha Rifles and 
Clay of the 43rd Gurkha Rifles, and 300 North Lushai Military 
Police, co-operated with the South Lushai administration under 
Shakespear and that of the Chin Hills under Mr. Tuck, and the 
operations were successfully carried out in December 1895. 
There was no resistancef. 

In reporting the results of the expedition to the Government 
of India, the Chief Commissioner af Assam observed as follows 
in his letter No. 321-For.-P.,* dated the 15th June 1896. 

*'‘2. The Chief Commissioner considers that the expedition 
has fully accomplished the objects for which it was organised, 
vU.y the complete subjugation of what is known as Kairuma 
group of villages. The fact there was no active opposition to 
our forces is, in Sir William Ward’s opinion, due partly to the 
previous disarmament of the Tashoons by the Falam Column, 
partly to the excellent arrangements by the Political Officer Mr, 
Porteous, for the conduct of the expedition, and partly to the 
cordial co-operation of the three columns from Fort Aijal, from 
Falam, and from Lunglelu Major Shakespear’s brilliant capture 
of Jakopa and Jaduna had also a marked effect in bringing the 
Kairuma group to terms. 

* * » 

4. In addition to the .submission of Kairuma, which has 
been brought about by this expedition the Government of India 

t Assam Secretariat, For, A, November 1896, Nos. 13-30. 

^ Bengal Secretariat, Political, A, November 1896, Nos, 16-17, 
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'itiB tibtmw fimii 30 aM 2l ^ die report ftur., 

3|r.VMfeoita^fo&lkd OSqei. North LoaiMi mb) that the 
Bftatam iMlN OdtA (t^dboraX who pave lo iBOdi trouble in 
Mr. McOabe^i ttqpa^on ofl892 against the BaateraLodiais, 
h«i (dlip tendared hie adbubaiim. Thk CMef had been a fugitive 

eveir aineei^ operadona of 1M2. 

e • « 

7. Sir WhBatt Ward conaidera that mndi credit is due to die 
]^!ottliad CNAeer, Notdi Lnahai mia, fSw the reaolts whidi have 
been and to Major SSiakeapear and ^ officers of the 

BamnCdhinin for the cordial nianner in tvbidi fheyco^perated 
UlOk Mr, Potteons. The Political Officer, in paragraidi 26 of 
hb n^fort, Mnga to the Chief Coimniasioner*s special notice the 
eerviees of Captain Loch who commanded the nhole police 
force. Captain Lodi*a connection witii the North Lushai Hills 
Military Police Battalion ndll ahortly cease, and the Chief Co* 
imhtatioaer has much pleasure in bringing to the notice of the 
^ktvemikMat of India the excdknt woric this officer has done 
not onty in fob expedition and in tiiat against the Eastern 
LariMb in IM2, but abo throughout the period of his tenure 
^ tile i^pcdntnMnf of Commandant of tiie North Lushai Hills 
HjOtitary Polke Battalion during which he has twganised that 
billaBott oa tts present footing, and has abo succeeded, in spite 
of many diBfoulties, in hb efforts to improve the position of the 
aastt aM to m^ them a thoroutfUy efficient and, at the same 
titns^ titfoniMy contented body.** 

* ♦ * 

Mtim tflosleg ptragnpiis of his report No, gS* on these 
ilMMIlllllii dllElMlrllHI Ml liW IttWa fiNHft Povt AiiflL lir 
foe poaitien as- it then appeared. His 
tKfoiMfoms wetv fosae. 

**21 Hdfo the cioee of foe operatbns against Kainima it 
tidnlc, be safely inophesie d tiiat the long Serbs of Lushai 
l lpl W i Wm l^ no fotfoar operations on 

Hil l i i irtl i nielsianr to — me 

iW li ai dailb jtiT Ybfo> tom srwr Mbin h> nsoeasyy. Tberab not 
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in the Lneliu Hills any unexplmed ‘'Hinter<Uuid'* such as still 
«xists in Hie Naga Hills to give possible future trouble, and 
althoi^ Hie system of Chiefs, all closely related, who arc so 
imfdicitly obeyed and so complacently looked up to by their 
subjects, as is the case among the Lnshais must for long demand 
a display of force unnecessary amongst a less intelligent and 
more disunited race, a substantial reduction in the force 
required to garrison these hills should certainly in a few years’ 
time be possible. 

The immediate results of the expedition have been to break 
completely the power and prestige of Kairuma, and to dispel 
effectually the idea that any Lushai Chief, by reason of his 
supposed inaccessibility from Aijal. can safely ignore the orders 
of the Political Officer. The facility with which columns from 
Falam and Lungleh can co-operate with a force from the 
North Lushai Hills has also been demonstrated, and any 
lingering idea that the assistance of the Tashon Chief from 
Falam may be counted upon by a refractory Lushai Chief has 
been dissipated. 

26. It remains for me to acknowledge the effective assis- 
tances received from Major Shakespear on the one hand, and 
from Mr Tuck and Captain Whiffin on the other, with their 
respective columns. To the previous disarmament of the 
Tashcms in particular, I chiefly attribute the entire collapse of 
Kaimma's threatened resistance. 

With the Aijal Column, I am pleased to record that the 
officers, one and all, woriced zealou^ and diebrfuUy. 1 wish 
hoWdVi^, to' bring specially to the notice of the Chief Commi- 
sskmer the services of Captain Loch as the officer in chief 
executive command of the whole force. To his untiring personal 
efforts and excellent organizatkm of the transport and supply 
servioes it is mainly due that in the incessant movements 
of detadunents and convoys there was no hitch of any sort 
from bagitmiug to end of the operations, while the ducipline 
and marching of the tcpoy* was all that could be desired, and 
diowed the high state of the eflteiency to which Captain Loch 
has btought his battalion. Mr. Aniey made an excellent 
tramport oflker, and did good snvice afterwfMdh in dediog 
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uriibtliiM^tfwCitieft tdwboMvillagei I mt Una. I desiKa 
to <b»w special atteatton to Us services.” 

In rsporttog «i the Ust(»y of the year 1896>97,Mr. Porteous 
was aUe to observe, **1 kave the district vrith practically all 
tbe ChkA recoocSed to Government, and with I beUeve, not 
the least Ulmlihood of any future disturbance of the peace... 
Lalboia received me in Us village in Match like any other 
Chief, vdiile Kairoma met me outside bis village, no sepoys, 
however, being present.” 

Tbe tame ttispott makes reference to the labours of Messrs. 
Savidte and l.otrain, the pionea Missionaries who had been 
in these hills since the spring of 1893 and had been wonderfully 
fOQoessftil in introducing education. In the Report for the 
following year, 1897-98, the last for the NorUi Lushai Hills as 
a separate administrative unit, it is stated as proof of the 
peacefulness of the distria that wUle on tour no officer had 
more than 4 rifles for an escort. 

V. The South Luahal HUle DIatrict— As early as 12th 
Januaiy 1890, the Commissioner of the CUttagong Division, 
Mr. D.R.Lyall, tCJi., sent up proposals* for the administration 
of these Hilb to the Bengal Government on the assumption that 
it was "the intention of the Government of India to completely 
dominate the country between Uiis and Burmah.” A note wUch 
he prqNtred on the subject recommends that “for the present 
the aystem of Government through Qiiefs should be fully recog* 
Used.”^ He drew up (paragraph 5 of his note) a set of orders 
wUdi he considefUd toould be issued to the CUefs. These 
wrne as ficdlows : 

I. "AB raids absrflutdy proUbited. Any chief raiding, to 
have his vfliate destroyed by the paramount power, and the 
UHading chief toi be liable to death. 

IputhithiilastcSauae advisedfy. At present human life, 
fhht of uchkf, is U* toe very smaUeat value, and one of 
the laaiit u e w ss ai ylesawiaie to teach tocse mm that it has a 
’todue^ TMsenhostbedoaeby taking toe only Ulb toat at 

Por„ A, lobr 18M, Mos. 7^. 

« flsctkiiiah Mhkel aed toaeU; iC Aueisa 
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present has any value. In the long run this will be found the 
kindest way^ and, as the chiefs value their own lives, it will 
also be found the most effectual, but it must be no idle threap 
and the first raiding Chief must be executed in the most public 
way possible. 

II. Absolute security of person and property and free 
access into every village must be insisted on from the first. By 
this I mean security of persons and property as between village 
and village and between the people of the country and ourselves. 
The chiefs must be made to understand that a single frontier 
policeman, dak-runner, or a telegraph official must be as safe 
as the European Superintendent. Free access into every village 
must also be insisted on. 

The present is the time to insist on these terms under severe 
penalties. If life is taken, it should be life for life, and if access 
is refused or a traveller robbed, severe fines should be 
imposed. 

III. Each village and chief should be responsible for the 
maintaining, improving, and, if so ordered, the making of such 
roads round his village as the Superintendent may order him to 
maintain. The labour should be paid for at a low rate, thus 
enabling the men to pay their tax, as proposed hereafter. It is 
absolutely necessary, in order to control the people, that there 
should be a route fit for mules and coolfes to ioery village... 

The Superintendent should have power of fining any chief 
not keeping up his roads, and of compelling him and bis people 
to do the work by force. 

IV. Each chief should be made responsible for the collec- 
tion and payment of the tax of his village. This should be in 
the form of a poll-tax both as being most easily imposed and as 
affording information regarding the number of his followers. 
It has been found best in the Naga Hills to insist on payment of 
taxation from the first. The payment should at first be not 
much more than the amount each village can earn by 
rbad-making, and the Superintendent should distribute 
the roads, so far as posstblle, in proportion to the size of the 
villages. 

V. There should be a meeting of the chiefs each year at 
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It 

shoMufitf as powlite 

ha eoa p alMtty, as avldeoos ihttit aeksflwle(^eat 
iwM«aii^r aa4 iiteaea Ao«dd te in^ 

•I lay stnas <nt tUs so long as the Ctovarnnieiit is insrdy 
penenat, and at ^ tneetfaig the Superiotendent shoidd dedde 
aD dispales tiwtwsenahiafandvillages»thechief$beuigii»tnic- 
ted that the Soperiatendent is to be the final atbittator of all 
dwpotes a^Uch thqf fail to settle amicably among themselves, 
and that Ihey am oM to be decided hy force. Chiefs will, of 
comae, have H open to thm to brhig forward grievances at any 
thne, and so far as possible the Superintendent ritould decide 
them ptmaptly ; but there are some regarding whidi he would 
wish to consult die mher chiefs, and ail such disputes should be 
decided at this meeting. In the first days of the Hill Tracts as 
a district, Captain Lewin, who knew the people better than any 
British tdficer has done since, recommended a similar gathering 
for his district in the following words (paragraph 23 of his No. 
S32, dated lat July 1872):— 

‘T recommend dut once a year there be held at Rangamati a 
mela or gathering at vdiich every Chief, Roaja, Dewan, or other 
headman be (»dered to attend to meet the Commissioner of the 
Division and pay their respects. The chiefs diould on this 
occasion puUidy lay before the Commissioner such part of 
tiieir revenue payment as may be due at that time to* 
Oovemment. On this occasion also all appointments of head- 
men mildtt 1 m puldh^ made or confirmed. By this meeting the 
headmen would be once a year at least brought into direct 
pmaonnl communkatioo widi the head of the district, whereas- 
atpieseot them exist hundreds of them whom I have nevn seen. 
Ibis would also be a valuable opportunity for ascertaining the 
popidar fheUftg tq^on any subject, as wril as for obtaining 
Inibtimtdioia as to ahat joes on in remote parts of the district”. 

If a mhto was advisable in dm Hill Tracu, it is 
absobllilyiMGapw^ aatle new coimtry...” 

he adviaed that dm present adminis- 
Iniileiite tiddl ha rt atdntel y left ae it is, and that we dtould 

adnhiiKiaakMi criminal, civil, 
IWId hOtM Imtla||,.b^ ocndiimdmadmh^tndiim.at]eastfmr 
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the present, to preserving the public 
matters to the Chiefs. 

Mr. Lyalt’s proposal visualised the 
Lushai Hills District being placed under'l 
subsequently modified to a horizontal division^ 
between Bengal and Assam. 

Discussipns as to the future administration of the country 
went on during the year 1890-91, and a reference to the 
Northern boundary of the South Lushai Hills is found ia 
paragraph 6 of the Bengal Government’s letter No. 1619-?*., 
dated the 19th April 1890 where it is stated that it might be 
safely assumed that it would be to the south of the country 
“occupied by the descendants of Lullal”. This boundary was 
accepted by the Government of India in their letter No. 1396* 
£♦., dated the 3rd July 1890. 

Definite proposals were next submitted to the Government 
of India in Bengal letter No.449-P.D.,t dated the 6th November 
1890 as follows. 

“With reference to my predecessor’s letter No. 1628-P., of 
the 19th April last, 1 am directed to submit, for the considera- 
tion and orders of the Government of India, the following 
proposals made by the Commissioner of Chittagong for the 
administration of the Lushai country under this Goverment. 

2. Mr. Lyall proposes— 

(1) That the Lushai country under the control of the Bengal 
Government should not be amalgamated with the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts, but that it should be constituted a separate charge 
under a special officer. 

(2) That a post of Superintendent or Political Officer for 
the Lushai country, on salary of Rs. 800 to Rs. 1,000 a months 
should be created. 

(3) That the appointment of Superintendent should be con- 
ferred on Mr. C. S. Murray, Assistant Political Officer, Lushai 
Expeditionary Force. 

(4) That the Chittagong Hill Tracts Frontier Police should 


*Bengal Secretariat, Political, A April 1891, Nos. U38. File No.UlO. 
tBttigal Secretariat, Pol., A, April 1891, Nos. 1-38^ File No. L/IO 
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ht tnuttOmitle tbe^toaiiai eoimtiy. aiid the Civil PoUce the 
tiistfict, which voM now man the HiB Tracts, diotddbe 
whieesed. 

' (9 Mr. !R. F. H. Pughe. District Sapeiindent x>f 
Pbliei^ DOW itt the Frontier Force in Fort Ltmi^eh, 

'Aonld be appointed commandant of the force in the new 
district. 

% The Lientenaet-Goveinor is of opinion that for the 
reasons mentioned in paragraph 5 of Mr. Lyall’s letter of the 
l^th Janamy hnt, the Lushai tracts dtouU not be amalgamated 
with the Hill Tracts, but should be dealt with politically under 
a special officer. He would suggest, therefor^ the appointment 
of a Superintendent of these tracts on a salary of Rs. 700 to Rs. 
1,000 with a fixed travelling allowance of Rs. ISO a month, and 
if the Government of India sanctions the appointment, would 
appoint Mr. Murray to the post in consideration of the good 
work done by him during the last two expeditions.., 

II. I am to add that the Lieutenant*Govemor begs permi- 
ssion during the present cold season, and until the above 
arrangements come into force, to retain the services of Captain 
Shakespear as Asssistant Political Officer as at present, as the 
work to be done during this period, according to Mr. Lyall’s 
programme, trill require two officers...” 

The Government 'bf India in their letter No. 2641-E*., dated 
the 24th December 1890 agreed that the Lushai country should 
be formed into a separate charge and that the CSiittagong Hill 
inracts Frontier Police should be transferred to the Lushai 
country, leavii^ other points for further consideration. 

Proposals of the future admiiustrati<m of the district in their 
ifocd form wne, after consultation with the Lieuteiunt-Govemor 
of Bengal Sir Charles Elliott, submitted by the Commissioner of 
Chittagcmg Mr. D. R. Lyall, in his letter No. 133.H.T.,t dated 
filte 21th February 1891. Die main features of proposals were 
as follows. The principal officer were to be Siqierintendent in 
general coidrol, a Commandant of Ptdioe wifti 4 Assistants, a 


* y BlaiiaiaKtetiKiw). po).. a Anru ii9L Hn. 14«, no. l/io. 
t «taasiiMm(aitn,FOLA,ApiiI189I.Nos.M3,FlfeNo.L/27. 
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European Medical Officer, and a native District Engineer. The 
Headquarters were for the present to be Fort Tregcar, though 
Lungleh was regarded as the most convenient location, at any 
rate for police headquarters. Taxation was to be imposed, and 
the rates were based on rates proposed by Mr. McCabe in the 
light of his experience of the Naga Hills, i.#., at Re. 1 house-tax, 
10 seers of rice per house at the rate of Rs. 2 per maund, and 6 
days* free labour a year ; labour above 6 days to be paid for. 

The duties of the Superintendent are enumerated in a set of 
rules attached to Mr. Lyall’s letter of which the most important 
run as follows. 

“I. The Superintendent will be over all departments and 
will correspond with the Commissioner of Chittagong. 

II. His duties arc to settle all disputes between chief and 
chief village and village, and tribe and tribe, and to prevent all 
raiding and public breaches of the peace. He will not interfere 
in the administration of each village by its own chief unless in 
very exceptional cases when called on to interfere by cither the 
-chief or the villagers, and then only on strong grounds being 
shown, and he will report all such cases to the Commissioner. 

III. The Superintendent will not interfere with the ordinary 
internal administration of the police, put he is the head of the 
police, as of all other departments, and all correspondence from 
the office of the Commandant will pass through him. He has 
power to issue orders on the Commandant in all matters*, and 
his orders must be carried out.” 

Mr. Lyall also had something to say about the need for 
opening up communication with Burma from Chittagong, a 
Subject that has become of increasing interest in more recent 
years. He wrote as follows. 

•‘7. This subject has not been touched this year, though it 
is, in my opinion, the most important point in connection with 
the new country. Mandalay is only some 250 miles as the crow 
flies from Chittagong, and Chittagong will be within 20 to 22 
hours journey from Calcutta when the railway is made. [It was 
completed in 1896.] If, then, a feasible line for a cart road or 


♦ Bengal Secreuriat, Pol., A, April 1891, Nos. 1-13. 
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a. an be 4i<co wc d from Gh^ti^pn^ to 'Maaitiay, the 

iMtf fcmile to l^irBuiiiftwiilonBMettieauptaepcvi^^ 
of Bm^ oAmi^ i«A»e to ooei ^ m. to tmimA hm Upper 
Bai»«4^beiNBtlapk^ iroo^^ the trade of Upper Btwoia 
idR flHMb by tiM potribSlty of eaqr conununieatioii 

H ifliitH Mm AfiH 

the ihtteoltief are pieat tnd not, I think, intannoimtabIe» 
ndkile dw gala woidd be eaormooa.** 

Ibeae ptOfNMda nrere fonMrded to the Government of India 
wkk •Bwid'f letter No. 1049>P.,* dated dw IMt Maidi 1891. 
Diictming boondarks, it was stated that it had been agreed 
llnt^ as between Bcngd and Assam, boundary <m the north 
ditmld foXkom on the vAole the tribal division between the des- 
ocodttts lohd and their soDthmneighboiirs.” TheLieute<. 
nant-Govenuv Hreed as to their beiiig one head of the district 
ht control Kt alt deportments and had already sanctioned the 
roles quoted above. As to location. His Honour had decided 
to post both the Superintmdent usd the Commandant of the 
Polhm at Lungteh, in cwder to shorten the route taken by 
supines. The rate of tax proposed was ^rproved : The 
yeatsnantpOovcmiMr*s commmit l^g that the pajrment of rice 
n^er than oadi ihoidd be encouraged. 

The Oovetinnent of India ssnctirnied these proposals in 
their letter No. 1104'E.,t dated the 27di May 1801 and subse- 
qumUy intlaaated the sanctkm of the Secretary of State in their 
letter No. 2408*B4 dated the 12th December 1891. Inforward* 
lag Adr views to the Secretary of State, the Government of 
Indiaia their Ftaan^ Despatdi No. 191, dmcd the 14th July 
1891 staud dteir view diat "it is probaUe that ultimately it may 
bo totmd poidble and dmirabte to consohdate under one 
gdodnliiiaiio^ tie whole or ^ greater part of die territory 
Mllmoe«a|nttiov of the various tribes now separatdy contndled 
biMkMii!9pt,9win^ 

'"V ''ipM^Asieise^ a. Apm tiM. Mea M}. 
t Iss^ t Na wairt lt. fM.. a. DeceWbw tMf, Noa^ 4S.M Pile MO. 

ilPUIIsrtia, tkl.. A. iMHpuy li». nob. 4S^ Plle Na. 

itm. 
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Meanwhile* in anticipation of the Government of India's and 
the Secretary of State’s sanction, the new district had been 
constituted as from April 1st 1891 with Mr. Murray as the first 
Superintendent. Between the time when the operations of 1889- 
90 terminated and this date, there was evidently^ judging from 
the Commissioner’s letter* No. 231-H.T., dated the 22nd Feb- 
ruary 1891, which purports to be *‘a report on the work done 
in the Southern Lushai Hills since the departure of General 
Tregear and the bulk of his force in May 1890”, no attempt at 
setting up a system of administration. Officers were engaged 
on separate operations in different directions, in improving 
communications and in difficult transport work ; the later 
especially being a major problem which bulks largely in all the 
correspondence. Apparently Mr C. S. Murray of the Police 
was posted in these Hills as Assistant Police Officer, possibly 
under the Deputy Commissioner of the Chittagong Hill Tracts, 
while Captain J. Shakespear was also serving in the area, with a 
similar status. The Frontier Police were partly with Murray at 
Lungleh and partly in the Hill Tracts under Mr. Ryland and 
the Deputy Commissioner. 

Put Mr. Murray was not to hold the position for long. 
Though in the previous November they had recommended that 
he should be the Superintendent of the new district, Govern- 
ment had, after the unfortunate incident at Jacapa's [Zakapa] to 
advise that he should be returned to the Police. The matter is 
dealt with in Bengal’s letter No. X t dated the 27th March 1891 
to the Government of India which ran as follows : 

Lieutenant-Governor dc<;ires me to apply to the Govern- 
ment of India for the service of Cantain J. Shakespear, District 
Staff Officer of the Leinster Regiment to fill the appointment of 
Superintendent, South Lushai Hills District. 

His Honour has had before him the full account of Mr. 
Murray’s proceedings which ended on the 10th of February in 
the outbreak in Jacopa’s village and the death of two sepoys and 
a naik of the Frontier Police, two army signallers, and a private- 


♦ Bengftl Secretariat. Pol., A, AorU tpt'i f;i<- No. IJ21. Nos. I-I3. 
t Bencal Secretariat* A, April IS9*; Not. I-3S, File No. f / o 



TnteLUSttAtHILU 


M 

temAt ofone officer** tad is constrained to say Uiat tAey 
litow soefa want of political sagi^> of jndgment and of fora^ 
as to lead to tbe cewetosion that, howeyer successful he 
has been in subordinate posts* Mr. Mbrray is not fit to hold the 
inqMrtant and almost independent position of Superintendent 
the Soufii Ludiai IMstrict. In spite of the distinguished 
service which Mr. Murray had previously rendered when under 
the guidance of such ofitcers as Mr. LyaU aud Colonel Tregear, 
Sir Oiarles Elliott is convinced that it is for the public interest 
that that officer shoidd return to his ordinary duties in the 
Bengal <^vil Police. Captain Shakespear has, in the capacity as 
Assistant Political Officer in these Hill Tracts, earned much 
distinction and evinced the possession of qualities whidi lead to 
a confident belief that he will do well in the position in which 
the Lieutenant>Governor proposes to place him.” 

The Government of India and the Secretary of State agreed 
10 Captain Shakespear’s being thus employed and he took over 
charge from Mr. Murray on the 16th April 1891. He was to 
remain in the Lushai Hills for some 14 years, first in the 
'Southern area and then as Superintendent of the combined' 
Lushai Hills district. 

The first task that Shakespear had to carry out was the 
punishment of Jakopa who had defeated Murray a few months 
before. He was completely successful, Jakopa fled, and the 
Mollienpui tribe were finally subjugated. 

His first report as Superintendent is for the year 1890-91 
«nd is dated the 14th July 1891, but, since it refers to a period 
vdien, as he explains, he was not in charge of the district, but 
merdly Assistant Political Ofiioer, it is not a very informative 
document. He reported the country as having been quiet. It 
was garrisoned by 200 of the 2/2nd Gurkhas based on Tregear 
emd 1?0 Frontier Police based on Lungleh. 

His second* report 'for 1891*92 sriilcb contains much' 
material, is mnbodied in a itipott written by the 
)l^> W. B. Oldtam* him^* who explains that 
this meibod had to be adopted “as Captain Shakespear was 
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necessarily ignorant of much that was done for and in his 
charge”. A durbar of chiefs was held on 1st to 4th January 1892 
at a spot about 2 miles from Lungleh, and it was attended by 
representatives from every tribe. Shakespear addressed them 
on the subject of the permanency of our occupation and the 
punishment they would suffer if they, carried on feuds with 
each other. They were made to swear friendship or at least 
peace with each other, and Mr. Oldham points out that, of 
those who thus swore amity, the only one concerned in the 
subsequent troubles was the petty chief Morpunga [ Hmawng- 
phunga ] (of the Howlong clan). Five clans were represented. 
Howlong, Thangloa, Mollienpui, Lakher or Longshen, and 
Poi. 

As regards revenue, Shakespear claimed that the principle of 
paying tribute in rice had been generally accepted. The 
question of enforced labour is discussed in paragraph 10 of the 
report. Shakespear considered that the labour should be paid, 
and suggested 4 annas a day. The Commissioner considered it 
should be 8 annas (paragraph 1 1). 

Shakespear succeeded in effecting a meeting on 30th January 
1892 with Mr. McCabe, the Superintendent of the North Lushai 
Hills at Kairuma^s village : and they settled between them the 
details of the boundary line between the two districts. It appears 
that Captain Shakespear then went towards the south to the 
village of Dokola [Dokulha], a Poi Chief, brother of Haosata, 
for oa 20th of February 1892 he recorded a statement by Chief 
Dokola when the latter was being charged with murder, which 
reads as follows : — 

‘^Thongliena’s men shot my brother Vantura. If did not 
^11 some men my brother's spirit would have no slaves in the 
”Head men's village” [sic, probably should be “Dead Men’s 
village (Mithi Khua)], therefore 1 went to shoot two men of 
Thongliena*s village. We met some men oi Boite Thilkara's 
village and mistook them for Thongliena's men and so shot at 
them”. The capture of this Chief Dokola was effected on the 
ISth February 1892 by Mr. R, Sneyd Hutchinson in the 
following circinnatances. On February 17th he and his party, 
of a Sdfaadar and 36'iiieii, had camped late at night. 
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tUckbandMojiiqifeal^ the 
KpModjnM, fonlbif mi wfoi^Ht river and olm teiumg 
UMitptA. 

At 3 A* M. • start was made mid Mr. Hnt^iosmi’s aocount 
l«adsasfellows:«>- 

*^aisadMidcddillMMiifi idwiit an hour and dieu strode 
■down afaririatosoamof this jear*s/llaM». Two houses were 
hcavdyhideB with dtaw but sohot^ was about. We tiuni went 
dUUSI^ hl^ tree jBatfteoptotheto|i(tfahiU. Whileascen- 
disdlbssidacodterowhigso knew we were near our goal 
and advaaeed with great caution. On tiqipkig the summit I 
sawttO'rifiww light of fires in the houses lying below 
me ; we moved rapidly down the side but were observed just 
nfii^ng the north idllage and a yell was given. I charged into 
the viU^w *4th some 15 men who were near me ; men with 
guns came tunibht^ out of the houses and I beard shots fired. 
1 had ordered my men not to fire but to follow me in a rush 
on the QiteTs house, the shuation of which I knew. Unforu- 
nately a man with a gun took dehberate point blank aim at me 
and I fired at him wim my pistol, he lurched forward dropping 
tOo gun bm was smaed and carried off by some other men near 
him, the gnu temainiag wdtfi me. The dday of a minute or so 
IfiSt atopped am ftom getting Dokola who made away as I 
OBSarud dtahouae in coeqpany wifii some odim men.** 


Mr^HUtchinatm did not know that h was die Chief Dokola 
|« saw d l s s fpe a ri n g, bet teamed fills hrter. His force was too 
pUihiOtilhangaiiiigtbeenaaqtiadiidtjuiigtesohe remained 
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M «a Nonbsm district 
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and ISO rifles of the Frontier Police. Shakespear undertook 
this operation without being asked and though the Commi- 
ssion decided later his action had been precipitate « yet both 
the Assam Administration and Mr. McQibe welcomed 
his advance to the North as a diversion which might prevent 
the Southern Howlongs from joining the tribes who were 
fighting McCabe. Though Shakespear was able to get no 
further than Vansanga*s village* he succeeded in keeping a 
number of chiefs fully employed. The opposition he encoun- 
tered was considerable and he had eventually to decide that 
his force was loo small to quell the rebellion completely and 
to return to Lungleh towards the end of March* leaving a force 
under Mr. Daly to garrison Vansanga*s village. Reinforcements 
were sent both troops and police from Dacca* but the situation 
continued dangerous for some time. Vansanga was constantly 
attacked, Lungleh itself and Demagiri were threatened, telegraph 
wires were cut, communications interfered with, while 
Shakespear had great difficulty in preventing the friendly chiefs 
from joining the rebels* but all opposition came to an end with 
the arrival of a column from Burma. This Burma* or Nwengal 
column, as it was called* was originally desgined to assist 
McCabe by demonstrating in the neighbourhood of the 
disturbed area. They had, however, for some reason been 
recalled to Fort White so as to be there on 10th April. But on 
receipt of the Lieutenant-Governor’s request for help it at once 
started out again and after a most arduous march in unknown 
country at a very trying season* effected a junction with Shakes- 
pear at Daokoma’s village on 3rd May. They were about 350 
alfiMg. TtecofsAlMil eSfeted as much punishnwiit as 
they could between 4th and 9th May, which* owing to want of 
provisions occasioned by difficutties of transport, was all the 
time they could spare, about 1*500 houses being burnt. The 
column then continued to Lungldi and Chittagong and so back 
to Rangoon. 

Climatic conditions in the countiy were bad and sickness 
among the men employed was very great. In paragrafAi 18* 

• nsiitslSecfeiafial,ML* A, November 1S92, Nos. 30-34. 
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It was thus that at the urgent request of the Bengal Govern- 
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ftirther operatioxM in the cold weather of 1892*93, and agreed 
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of 400 Gurkhas, two Mounted [sic] Battery guns and 150 rifles 
of the XVfth Bengal Infantry under command of Major Pulley, 
was despatched to Chittagong in December last. This force, 
acting in concert with a force from Fort Aijal, completely 
effected its object, and without meeting any resistance 
established the authority of Government throughout the whole 
tract of country where it had been resisted and returned to 
India in February. Captain Shakespear summarises the result 
of the expedition in the following words : “The general condi* 
tion of the country now, and the success we have attained in 
the payment of revenue and fines, seem to point to the fact that 
the Lushais have abandoned all idea of combined resistance, 
although it is quite possible that isolated outbreaks, such as 
that at Jacopa’s, may, under similar circumstances occur for 
several years to come, but the force of the police on the spot, 
if maintained at its present strength, should be sufficient for the 
suppression of such disturbances."’ An outpost has been 
established at Lalrhima in the heart of the Lushai country on 
the boundary line between the North and South Lushai 
territory, and the small force stationed there, together with the 
disarmament of hostile Chiefs will, it is believed, render it 
almost impossible for any serious trouble to again arise.” 

In the following year i,e., 1893-94, Shakespear reported the 
capture of an important person and a bitter enemy of the 
British in the shape of Ropuilieni, mother of Lalthuama, widow 
of Vandula, an old enemy of the British, and daughter of 
Vonolel, the chief against whom the Cachar Column was 
directed in 1871-72. She was evidently a focus of discontent 
and her capture led to the surrender of her son and another 
mao, Lonchesrva, who was wanted for murder. The woman 
and her son were dealt with under Regulation 111 and confined 
in Chittagong Jail,, where Ropuilieni died of old age in January 
1895. Another capture which had a good effect in pacifying the 
country was that of Vanchanga or Vansanga, made personally 
by Mr. C. W. C. Plowdcn of the Military Police. Vansanga 
had been troublesome in 1892 and as long as he was at large he 
kept up the spirit of hostility among the Lushais. In his report 
for this year, 1893*94, Captain Shakespear reviews the three 

4 





Ai>rii 

im. M Him mm ^agMln 0i»iviK»lel>tstY«^li«^ 
(6^ immt; tiw siAlMit d irfiMite had 
am h«iii trattdiiitB at ton^rfi weie oiefe 

iMri^ • l^aMwni Otmai^i mid thaw ame so Rest 

ttamMi i thd imkt men ^soiiaoised wtd badly 

«|ti||9ad i the aAtdactmleid staff (rftte <«ty numhesed 
liao UMh'; mid thatdttiosteonftisionpfayalled everywhere. He 
mta td mm* ^ud hi duree yean this coaftisioo had been 
ektsni vp and that the auchinery of the District was in 
moyidm«tder« 

laAbltnt the Oovemment of India sanctioned the 
fmaMaeiif timisfbr to tiki civil aathorities of 2 ISO-lb mountain 
pme (7 fiomidtr) whidi tme retained at Lunglefa. 

On Sqrtmnbm dth 1895 by their Proclamation No. 1697>E., 
the OovmiMMm of India declared the South Lushai Hills to be 
hMdttded in the l.ower Provinces of Bengal, a petition which 
they had in tint if not in law, occupied since 1891. 

]» December 1895 opmations were commenced against the 
vilkliCSOftUtilruinaandJaduna, in consultation with Porteous, 
the IPoltlieal Officer and Lodi, the Commandant of the Military 
Pnike, of the North Ludiai Hills. Shakespear started on the 
fttti December 1895, ieedi«l Jaduna’s village on the 24th 
Deotmbcf and he and the forces from Aijal and Burma, the 
latim midm tiir, ‘jrack, met at Kairuma’s on the 25th. There 
tme no tetiatince, ffie necessary putishment was imposed 
tiri^nt any urntble and laduna himsdf was captured on the 
4ffi lummy 189$. lacopawho had for long evaded capture 
kmi'nhm mn to emth on the Ist January 1896 in this expedition, 
led U ffie sem^ 

for 489546* be^ffiialnm^ as he was 
m dm DianletfU the North InduiR^ 
to mt down Idt view as to future 
fhimtmmddiohffimffiroashom 
had bMi deffidtely abandoned 
iM3t be t^sdd 

piPlPfjri!piB(iifr> iptwird. imrnMk uk iimi. 


THE LUSHAI HILLS 


51 


and coolies must be supplied whether for transport or for 
1>iiilding- The “rough coercive measures” of the past could 
HOW safely be changed for more gentle ones, though he still held 
that any chief who disobeyed orders would have to be severely 
dealt with. He mentions as a certainty that with peaceful 
conditions the villages would gradually break up into small 
hamlets, a tendency which would render it more difficult to 
recover tribute and to]collect labour as it would make it harder 
for the Chiefs to enforce their orders. As a remedy for this, his 
view was that certain Chiefs should be appointed as Heads of 
Circles, being paid bt certain moderate rates per month. They 
would be responsible for tribute and labour for all hamlets in 
their Circle and for the disposal of all complaints. In this system 
Shakespear saw a way out of many difficulties which lay ahead. 

In forwarding this report to the Government of Bengal with 
his letter No. 23tt.L.,t dated the 20th March 1896. Mr. W. B. 
Oldham, the Commissioner of the Chittagong Division who had 
worked with Shakespear for several years, wrote as follows. 

“...The full accomplishment of all he has striven for is a 
fitting crown to Major Shakespear’s work and efforts in the 
South Lushai Hills during the five years for which he has 
administered them. This last report of his will have to be 
carefully studied by his successor, as it either lays down, or 
refers to, the lines in all matters of chief importance on which 
the administration should proceed and progress, and desirable 
developments should be sought for. Major Shakespear is 
making over his charge not only wholly pacified, but thoroughly 
examined and accurately known and ready for the gradual appli- 
cation of the internal territorial system, which alone can be a 
permanent basis for its future administration.” 

The Lieutenant-Governor* added his encomium when for- 
warding the report to the Government of India in these terms. 

‘*7. Sir Alexander Mackenzie entirely concurs in the high 
praise which is bestowed by Mr. Oldham on Major Shakes- 
pear*s administration of these hills, and is glad also to 
recognise the value of his final report, which deals thoroughly 


t Bengd, Pofitkal, A, May 1896, Hos. 17*21. 
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years, duriog whicit time the country hat aot only been pacified, 
but Britidi rule hat been firmly estaUished and the lines of 
fliCure admaiittiation finally laid down. In dSecting these 
results, the work of Major Shakespear’s Assistants, Messrs. 
Sneyd HutdihiMm, WilUamaon and Drake-Brockman, deserves 
also to be acknowledged.” 

In wrjtiog to him on the Ifitbf January 1896, on his going 
on leave, the Chief Secretary of Bengal, Mr. (afterwards Sir 
Heory and Chief Commissioner of Assam) H. J. S. Cotton, 
said, ”You will have the satisfaction of leaving a thoroughly 
<|uiet country to your successor, and will know that however 
trying your work has been during the past five years, it has not 
been in vain.” 

Mr. R. H. Sneyd Hutchinson of the Indian Police succeeded 
Major Shakeapear, and was the last Superintendent of the 
South Lushai Hills. Very little of importance occurred in 
1896*97 except that two important wanted men submitted 
voluntarily, Kafdehya [Kaphleia] son of Jaduna [Zaduna], and 

Kairuma, who gave himself up to Porteous of the North 
Lushai Hills. 

VI. Tba amalgamatloQ of the North and South Luehal 
BUia Into the Luehal Rills Diatrict— This had long been the 
suhj^ of dlscusuott. On 29th January 1892, a conference was 
held at Calcutta, subsequently khown as the “Chin Lushai 
Cdhfiwence,” at the instance of the Governor General, “to dis- 
cuss dvil and militsty affhirs connected with the control of the 
Laahid had Chin IKBs** (letter no. 248-B.,* dated the 21st 
ItUMwry lfi92 fitom Govemmeot ct India, MQitary Department) 
S^'wldtfiitlw fidtowing MBcen weie present— 
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Sir Alexander Mackenzie, Chief Commissioner of Burma ;\ 

Mr, W. E. Ward, Chief Commissioner of Assam ; 

Sir Mortimer Durand, Foreign Secretary, Government of 
India ; 

Major-General E. H. H. Collen, Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India, Military Department ; 

Major-Cicneral Sir James Browne, Quartermaster-General. 

The following is an extract from a Resolution which the 
Government of India recorded on the proceedings of this Con- 
ference on the 25th July 1892 (No. 1383-E.)t. 

“Resolution — In January last a Conference met at Calcutta 
to examine certain questions relating to the country of the 
Lushai and Chin tribes. The Governor-General in Council has 
now considered the report of the Conference, and is in a position 
to pass orders upon the main points involved. 

2. The territory referred to is at present under three dist- 
inct civil administrations and three distinct military commands. 
The northern Lushais are under the Chief Commissioner of 
Assam and the General Officer Commanding the Assam district, 
the southern Lushais are under the Bengal Government and the 
General Officer Commanding the Presidency district, and the 
Chins arc under the Chief Commissioner of Burma and the 
General Officer Commanding in that province. It has been re- 
cognised for some time past, both by the Government of India 
by Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, that this tripartite division 
of authority is open to objections, and the main question laid 
before the Conference was what remedies would be practicable. 

3. The final recommendations of the Conference are stated 
it these words : — 

“The majority of the Conference arc of opinion that it is 
very desirable that the whole tract of country known as the 
Chin-Lushai Hills should be brought under one administrative 
head as soon as this can be done. They also consider it advis- 
able that the new administration should be subordinate to the 
Chief Commissioner of Assam.... 

The Conference is agreed that North and South Lushai, with 
such portions of the Aracan Hill Tracts as may hereafter be 

t Beofal Secretariat, Political, A, October 1S92, Nos. 87-95. 
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North and South Hills Districts, they were all agreed that on 
both political and financial grounds the transfer of the South 
Lushai Hills to Assam was eminently desirable, and that it 
might effect an annual saving of 2 lakhs of rupees. 

Incidentally, it should be observed that the Government of 
Bengal decided in February 1897 to abandon Fort Tregear, a 
course which the Chin-Lushai Conference also advised. 

The Project took final form when, in his letter No, I49-P.,t 
dated the 17th July 1897, the Chief Commissioner submitted to 
the Government of India his proposals for the future adminis* 
tration of the Lushai Hills. (The transfer of the South Lushai 
Hills to Assam was then intended to take place on the 1st Octo- 
ber 1897, but this date was to be put back by 6 months). The 
salient points of this letter are given in the extracts below. 

••.2. The first step to be taken must be the formal transfer 
of the South Lushai Hills from the Government of Bengal to 
the Administration of Assam with effect from 1st October 
next. The whole of the Lushai Hills will then constitute one area, 
which will be placed under the immediate control of the 
Political Officer of the North Lushai Hills, to whom, as subse- 
quently explained in this letter, it is proposed to give the 
designation of Superintendent of the Lushai Hills. I am to 
enclose herewith a draft notification of transfer for the approval 
of the Government of India.... 

« « * * * 

5. The station of Demagiri is not situated within the 
present area af the South Lushai Hills. It is topographically 
within the area of the Chittagong Hill Tracts. But, under Sir 
Charles Elliott’s orders, passed in 1892, it was declared that, 
for administrative purposes, Demagiri should be considered to 
be part and parcel of the South Lushai Hills, and the Chief 
Commissioner considers it abs<^utely essential for the future 
administration of this tract uodmr Assam, that Sir Charles 
Bliott’s arrangement should be continued after Uie transfer of 
the South Lushai Hills has been carried out ... 

6. Mr. Cotum accepts Sir William Ward’s views as to the 
present legal poation of the Lushai Hill8....but he does not 

t Atnm Secretariat. Foteisn, A. Angest 1897, Nos. 26.42. 
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and involved an amount of interference with the Chiefs which 
the Chief Commissioner is convinced it would be most inexpe- 
dient to exercise. On this subject, Mr. Cotton’s attention has 
been drawn by Major Shakespear to the following remarks 
recorded by Mr. Davis on the occasion of his making over 
charge of the North Lu^ai Hills to Mr. Porteous in 1894 : 

always held the Chiefs of villages responsible for the 
behaviour of their people, and upheld their authority to the 
best of my ability. I have repeatedly told them that this 
policy will be consistently followed, and that, as long as they 
behave themselves as they should, their orders will not be 
interfered with, even though the orders may appear to us 
at times a little high-handed, and not quite in accord with 
abstract ideas of justice. In this connection, it is well to 
remember that no Chief can very greatly misuse his power 
or oppress his people. Were he to do so, his village, and 
with it his own importance, would quickly diminish, as the 
people would migrate to other villages. In upholding the 
authority of chiefs, I have, as a rule, declined to take up 
appeals against their orders in petty cases, as it only dimi 
nishes a man’s authority to be brought into Aijal to answer 
some petty charge preferred against him by a discontented 
villager. Besides, any course of action which tends to dis- 
courage litigation amongst a people like the Lushais is 
worth persisting in or they would soon become like the 
Kukis, in the Naga Hills, who, having been, by neglect on 
our part, practically emancipated from the control of 
their hereditary chiefs, arc the most litigious tribe in that 
district.” 

The Chief Commissioner entirely agrees with these obser- 
vations, and he is aware that they were fully endorsed by the 
late Mr. McCabe, and are approved by Major Shakespear. 
Holding these views, Mr. Cotton placed himself in communi- 
cation with Mr. McCabe, and He is indebted to the invaluable 
experience of that lamented officer for the sketch of the draft 
rules whidi forms the last Appendix to the letter. It will be 
seen that th^ have not been drafted with any attempt at techni- 
cal precision, and that they aim at simplicity and elasticity, 
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in their letter No. 155. E.B.t dated the 27th January 1898, from 
which the following arc extracts. 

‘^••2. The first step must, as you say, be the formal transfer 
of the South Lushai Hills from the Government of Bengal to the 
Administration of Assam. This will be effected by the issue of 
a Proclamation under section 3 of the Government of India Act, 
1854 (17 and 18 Viet., 77). Neither the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal nor the Governor-General in Council sees any objec- 
tion to your proposal to include Demagiri and the adjoining 
villages in the Lushai Hills. A copy of the Proclamation which 
it is intended to issue is enclosed, together with a draft Regula- 
tion to amend the Assam Frontier Tracts Regulation, 1880 (TI 
of 1880), and revised drafts of six of the notifications received 
with your letter under reply. 

* * * * 

6. The rules embodied in the draft notification which 

formed Appendix VIII to your letter are accepted in substance. 

« * * « 

8. The proposal that the officer in charge of the amalga- 
mated area should be styled “Superintendent of the Lushai 
Hills” is approved and accepted.” 

On 1st April 1898 a proclamation by the Government of 
India No. 591-E.B.* placed the South Lushai Hills under the 
administration of Assam. It ran as follows — “591-E.B. Whereas 
the territories known as the South Lushai Hills, were by a Pro- 
clamation No. 1697-E., dated the 6th September 1895, issued 
under the Government of India Act, 1865 (28 and 29 Viet., Cap. 
17) section 4, included within the lower Provinces of Bengal, 
and whereas the Tract known as Rutton Puiya's villages, inclu- 
ding Demagiri, in the Hill Tracis of Chittagong is also included 
within the said Lower Provinces, and whereas it is expedient 
that the said territories and tract should now be placed under 
the administration of the Chief Commissioner of Assam ; know 
all men, and it is hereby proclaimed, that the Governor-General 
in Council has been pleased, in exercise of the powers conferred 
by section 3 of the Government of India Act, 1854(17 and 18 

t Assam Sccietariat, For., A, May 189$, Nos. 13^. 

• Assam Sscfetartai. For,, A, May 1898, 1 3-46. 
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'VkL, Cftp. 77) Mid whh idie sanctiott and ai^olwtioii of tbe 
Saeretaiy of Sutte for India, to take tte saki toritMiR and 
ttnet vMler Ilia imnieifiate andiority and nani^ieiiMnt, and to 
'place iftcaa wider ^adminkrtnidoo ^ die Chief C<»ninissioner 
of Aaeani, and fnrdier to direct that haioeforth diey shall be 
indodedivithin the Province of Assmu.** 

Atwther Proclamation of the same date by the Assam 
tSover nm e n t, No. 977.P. mn as follows “977-?. With the 
previous taactiod of the Oovemor-Oenerai in Council the Chief 
^nanistioDM hereby dedares that the Lushai Hills shall be 
placed hi diarge ct an officer who will by styled “Superintendent 
of the Imdiai Hills’* and appoints Major John Shakespear c.i.e., 
to be ffie First Superintendent.” 

A third proclamation. No. 978-?., by the Chief Commi- 
ssioner of Assam, published the rules for the administration of 
the Lushai Hills, rules which with periodical modifications have 
remained in force till today. One of the main principles of 
these rules is the internal control of the villages by their own 
leaders, the Chiefs. This was one of the most important aspects 
of Major Shakespear’s policy and, as he states in the report for 
1897-98, the last year in whfch the North Lushai Hills remained 
separate from the Sooth, his aim was to interfere as little as 
possibb between the Chiefs and their people and to do all he 
could to impress upon the Chiefs their responsibility for the 
mafaitenanoe of order in their villages. In a note which Shakes- 
pear recorded on 22nd March 1905, on leaving the district, he 
said, *‘I am sure that the sound policy is to do all we can to 
male the best oi die form of Government we found existing. 
The pe<^^ ate quite ready to run to an officer whenever the 
chief • decision does not suit them, and as the decision in every 
caie must be tmpteasing to the loser, there is a great ^dency 
toijppeal to the nearest Sahib, bpt this does not mean that the 
tdddfa jhda is inqtopolar or that their decisions are always 
c«try||d, wd «hde ai#dti:i^ that 

h# fl jll^asnediotdi^ like H to he, I am convinced 
H hettM to i#tdld die government of the chiefa and to 
g useaa Hwradlh ihMn, talher ttan to try to govern widiont 
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the sons of the chiefs. I am strongly opposed to the formation 
of many petty hamlets. Every chief has his boundaries now 
and I should not subdivide the land further. Where a chief has 
sons, he may if he likes give them hamlets within his boundaries, 
but his responsibility for the collection of house-tax and the 
carrying out of orders should not thereby be diminished.” 

Vll. The Luahai Hills District from 1898 onwards— 
An important event of the year 1898-99 was the beginning of 
Shakespear’s system of ^Land Settlement*, the basis of which 
was to give to each Chief a certain area of country within which 
he and his people could move about as they liked. This scheme 
was successfully carried out and holds the field until the present 
day. It has been of the greatest benefit to the people themselves 
as well as to subsequent administrators. 

A detail which should be recorded at this point is that in 
1897-98, the last year of separate administration for the North 
and South, Shakespear discontinued in the Nortli Lushai Hills 
the refund of ten per cent, for commission on account of reve- 
nue on the ground that it was never given in the Southern Hills 
and was quite an unnecessary concession. He says that the 
discontinuance had caused no grumbling. 

In 1901-2 an important event was the introduction of the 
new system of ^Circle administration*, a system which was adum- 
brated in the report for 1895-96, the last one which Shakespear 
recorded before he left the South Lushai District on transfer to 
the North. The whole district was divided into Circles : 12 in 
the Aijal Subdivision and 6 in the Lungleh Subdivision. An 
Interpreter was appointed in each as a Channel between the 
Subdivisional Officers and the Chiefs and their people. This sys- 
tem, of which Shakespear laid the foundation, has stood the 
test of 40 years experience and is still working well. Experience 
has shown, however, that it is necessary to maintain vigilance so 
that the Interpreters do not usurp the positions of the Chiefs. 

In this year 23 Chiefs had the privilege of being taken down 
to Silchar by Colonel Shakespear to meet the Viceroy, Curzon, 
who was then on his way up to Manipur. 

The Military Police were reduced in this year by 150 to a 
strength of 840 and were armed with Martini rifles. 







PolMcsl Officer 

ffie LmbillSffils : iiMtllMd left his atark m admiidttratioa of 

J» IMNMI? it it ntmi^Ctted diat th«e WM • tendency for the 
Oi0e $yMMtt,r whhdt had been r^oited to be worichig well m 
lMtetera«idai3Kar<,tb be abused by the Int^ for their 
ndVtth4a>» Thett was some trouWe in the far souUi of 
dm Oistd^ where outrages were committed by the peofde of 
ISangBag in w^at was thmi unadmmistoed territory about 
7 miles sottffi of our southmn bewder, but owmg to the lateness 
^ the season {nodtive <merations bad to be postponed until the 
want odd wimther. 

tbese tmointioat took place in Decmnber 1907, Major Cole 
nming wMi hhn a force of lOOMihtary Police under Lieutenant- 
Lodi* The fine Rs. 500 uliich it had been decided 
to impose was realised without chfficulty in the shape of 20 
guns at Rs* 25 eadi* Our officers then met the Burma Officers 
mt Imlthi, one dajf’s mardt soudi of Zon^iing, and discussed 
uffii them prtmosalsfmthedelimitationQfthesouthemboun- 
dtkiy of dm Lushai Hills and for bringing under administration 
'ffiotram between Mwtbera Arakan and the Lushal HiUs. The 
Vunma CHBcws ware Mr. W.L. Thom, Deputy Commissioner of 
dm jMdcaia Bffil 'Dacts Distriett and Mr. W. Street, Supennten- 
Martha Chin Hills. 


AdlatMteiffifigdumge was made in the Circle System by 
latdqmbiem mere made to redde at Ayal and only go 
tb ltdit CiidiaimMjte in ffiree mondis. 

t4^d^d«$rand Cart Road was completed. 

in 1910*11 as an indirect result 
immioea» was Htffinwad by serious 
or this Ooweiing was 
^k 0 l 0 t 0 im nomiif jsr dm tats, who 

diddbam Sdisf, and 
metit 
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'Was useless to hand out money to the people when there was 
no rice within the district to buy, this relief was given in the 
form of orders for rice at a fixed price on shopkeepers at 
Sair-ang for Aijal and Denugiri for Lungleh, to which places 
rice was imported from outside the district. 

The Eastern Bengal and Assam Government decided to fix 
the boundary* of the district on the south of the Sherkor region 
and proposals to this end, as made by Colonel Loch and modi- 
fied by Major Cole, the Superintendent of the Lushai Hills, 
were approved by Government in their letter No. 432-P.,* dated 
the 21st June 1911. Keokratong on the Chittagong Hill Tracts 
twrder was taken as the western starting point and the line 
ran fairly straight east across the Coladyne past Kaisi to the 
Sulla and then north-east past Laiki and keeping north of 
Zongling. 

In 1914-15, the first of the war years, the Lushai Hills 
Military Police Battalion supplied 103 officers and men for the 
Army in October 1914. They also sent 101 officers and men 
to Manipur for eight months to relieve the regular unit there. 
Throughout the war the Battalion supplied to the Gurkha 
Brigade a total of 7 Indian Officers, 36 Non-Commissioned 
Officers and 1,024 men. Besides fighting troops a Labour 
Corps of 2.000 men was raised without any difficulty in 1917-18 
and went to France under Lieutenant-Colonel Playfair. This 
Labour Corps earned a good name for itself when on service 
and returned in June 1918 when it was disbanded. 

In September 1915, the then Superintendent, Mr. Hezlett, 
and his two Agricultural Inspectors together with a party of 
Chiefs, paid a visit to Kohima to acquire information on the 
methods of cultivating terraced rice, and as a consequence 
two Angamis were employed at Aijal and one at Lungleh to 
teach the Lushais their methods. This process has gone on 
trith varying success ever since but it has had to face many 
difiBculties not least of which is the apathy of the Lushais 
-themsdves. 

In 1917-18 there was seriotw unrest in the unadminf ttwfd 

* Eastern Bensal and Ataun Seocctariat, Political. A. January 1912, 
t<oa. 7 - 13 . 
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m* ly^ ta tlw iob A between tfie dietviot border md Arafcan 
Hyi Tnwts, iriucb nindfested itself Bi tbe shi^pe rd* raids within 
oar border and elsewlicce. Hie Si^ieriittendent Mr> H. A. C. 
Colqidiotni. 1 .C.S 4 , went tibem in January 1918 with an escort of 
liRes and visited the villafes of Zon^Mig, Chapi and Laifcei> 
There was no oppoeitkas and he eiacted punMiinent in the 
shape of fines. Cc^tions in the distria were also affected by 
the disnnbaaces whkdi took piaoe in that year in the Chin Hills 
and in Miuupur. The Mffitaiy Police Battalion was called upon 
to send parties of troops to the Manipur Border as well as to 
Palam to hrip the Chin Hills administration and also to guard 
the Lunffieh-Haka Road. In addition to this, ISO men from the 
3rd Assam Rifies were sent to Haka itself in December 1917. 

These disturbances in the south continued during 1918* 19 
and the unsdministered villages showed considerable hostility 
during this period. The Battalion had to supply 287 officers 
and men for services in Manipur in connection with the Kuki 
operations. Altogether it was a bad year with disturbed condU 
tions in the south, bad agricultural conditions and a serious 
outbreak of the post-war influenza in Aijal Subdivision. 

By 1921-22 disturbances in the direction of the Chin Hilis 
had subsided and the inhabitants of the Lushai Hills ceased to 
be nervous. In that year orders were received about the future 
of the unadministered territory in which the Lushai Hills, the 
C hin Hills, the 'Arakan Hill Tracts and the Chittagong Hili 
Tracts were interested and the boundaries were settled. 

In 1923-24 the Governor, Sir John Kerr, visited Aijal, and 
passed mden Vdiich led to the eventual extinction of the long 
ovdstanffiag agricidtoral loons which were given out in the scar- 
city betWtWa 1910 and 1912. In a note which he recorded on 
the 19di December 19^. Sir John rdwerved that he had gone 
h p* tibi asatlsr at some length with Mr. S. N. Mackenzie the 
StqwdBteOdstd ami Mr. Tilbury, die Siffidivisional Officer at 
f inifr*) and stated his condasimi thus, "1 am convinced that 
mar bastooutae is to cut our losaeaaad to bring the business to 

Tbabulk of tbe outstandings be> 
Im d^jwsidl wmithat in the followis^ year diey 

wh^ wdttmi off. 
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In the cold weather of 1924-25, Mr. N. E. Parry, i.c.s., the 

Superintendent, made a long tour in the hitherto unadministered 
area in the South of the district, where he met the Deputy 
Commissioner, Chin Hills. Mr. Parry’s recommendations were 
mainly in the direction of bringing these areas under the same 
system of administration as the rest of the distria, proposal with 
the Assam Government had no difficulty iu agreeing. 

In 1925-26 the bamboos were again reported to be flowering 
and the Superintendent, Mr. Parry instituted a rat-killing camp- 
aign, which resulted in over half a million of these animals 
being killed. This threat of renewed scarcity arising out of the 
flowering of bamboos persisted in the following year, but for- 
tunately did not materialise to the extent which it did in 1910-12. 
In fact, as the Commissioner noted at the time, the usual period 
is 30 years and, therefore, it ought not to have been expected so 
early as this. 

In 1931-32 the Zongling area, previously under loose political 
control, was with the sanction of the Secretary of State convey- 
ed in Foreign and Political Department Government of India 
letter No. *F-185/X/28, dated the 17th January 1930, included 
in the district, certain adjoining areas being at the same time 
included in the Chin Hills District of Burma. 

In 1935-36 was inaugurated the South Lushai Chiefs Con- 
ference. The idea had originated with Pu Makthanga, the Lushai 
Chief of Aijal. Three such Conferences were held in the cold 
weather of that year and promised success. 

In 1936-37 there was recorded the first beginnings of the 
Lushai Cottage Industries, which were started by the enterprise 
of Major A. G. McCall, i .c.s., and his wife. The first class of 
work which they developed was that of making Lushai rugs, an 
indigenous industry which they greatly improved. The work has 
greatly enlarged since and there is a definite hope that it may 
become a permanent institution in this district. 

In 1937-38 a certain amount of anxiety was caused to the 
authorities by a ‘TevivaUst” outbreak which contained danger- 
ous possibilities. The matter became so serious that the Super- 


* Assam Secretariat, Political, A December 1931, Nos. 27-59. 
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iniinitint lud 10 Idmiilf in 0mdl (MMQorl to 000 vilfauio.. 

l iil l b wn .-iwrt ^S^fagiAimm^ ni^ ^9 tli^t>9»t«rical 

(iliiilii it 

ItlMi mte «tf«i6it^ 

It tWf fm M^&icOiiiiiitiiiMMti^ 

INfim Cani8iM«» it flie viQtgtt wMt • view to anviog two 
p at pc m ( 0 ^ diiwiiHinatiot of itdMic health iofonnatioa 
Igr aitOicMiftithw tmm and (2) the foftaatioo of a local village 
(Miipdtatiw ntnidim (HT hetl^t ad^^ 

aMnlli nlfidittn labile tti^t bihv* end with the intentitm also 
^ nKdt aontpaim^ht stietiihen the tdationship between the 
CMeift and fhrir fobjeets. 

10(0;, llw CanaOtittioai Act of if SB—Neither the Assam 
Oovnmineat nor any other anthorities who dealt with the 
mttlet hid any dlfflcolty in agreeing that the Lushai Hills should 
be eteiuded ftom the purview of the New Constitution, and 
they were aoepidingly clasKd as an *'Exdoded Area” in terms 
of dw Ooeemment of India (Excluded and Partially Excluded 
Aieia>0»der 1936. 


POLITICAL OFFICERS, NORTH LUSHAI HILLS 

1890 Captain H. R. Browne, killed 6th September 1890. 
1890-1892 Mr. R. B. McCabe, i.c.s. 

1892-1894 Mr. A. W. Davis, i.c.s. 

1894-1897 Mr. A. Porteous, i.c.s. 

1897-1898 Major J. Shakespear, cj.e.» d.s.o. 


SUPERINTENDENTS, SOUTH LUSHAI HILLS 

1891-1896 Captain (later Colonel) J. Shakespear. 
(Leinster Regiment). 

1896-1898 Mr. R. H. Sneyd Hutchinson, i.P. 


SUPERINTENDENTS, THE LUSHAI HILLS DISTRICT 

1898- 1899 Major J. Shakespear. 

1899- 1900 Captain H. W. G. Cole, bAs 

1900- 1903 Mgjar J. Shakespear. 

1903- 1904 Mr. L. O. Clarke, i.c.s. 

and Major J. Shakespear. 

1904- 1905 Major J. Shakespear. 

1905- 1906 Mr. J. C. Arbuthnott, i.c.s. \ 

Major Loch. V periods. 

Major H. W. G. Cole. J 

1906- 191 1 Major H. W. G. Cole. 

1911- 1912 Major W. Kennedy. 

1912- 1913 Major Loch. \ 

Mr. F. C. Henniker, i.c,s. 1 

and I For short periods. 

Mr. J. Hezlett, i.c.s. j 

1913- 1917 Mr. J. Hezlett, i.c.s. 

1917-1919 Mr. H. A. C. Colquhotin, i.c.S. 

1919-1921 Mr. W. L. Scott, i.c.s. 

1921- 1922 Mr. S. N. Mackenzie, t.C4. 

1922- 1923 Mr. W. L. Scott, LC4. 
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1S!M*1928 Mt.H^M,rmyftcs. 
ma^tm l4ii«rA.a.lifeC»Ui^ 


SUBDXVlSfONAl* OFFICERS, LtJNGLEif 

lSnott99 Mr. F. C. T. BaUiday, Beogal Police. 

Iti9>19(n ulAr. C* B. Qi«Ice>Brockiiuuii, Bengal Police. 
1902*IS04 Mr. O. P. WbaOey, i.p. 

1904-1906 «fir.A.R.Giks. 

1906>1907 Mr. W. T. FaBntan. 

1907*1909 Mr.G.N.Sha<hi«II. 

1909-1910 Uetdenant J. H. O. Boiler. 

1910>1912 Mr. R. W. Vm Morde, Eastern Boigal and Assam 

Pfovincial Service. 

1912*1914 Mr. M. Bradshaw, f.p. 

191M918 Mr. 2. Needham, I.P. 

1918*1919 Mr. H.O. hartley, I.P. 

1919*1924 Mr. J. Needham, ijr. 

1924*1926 Mr. H. Pkcto, Assistant Suderintendent of Police. 
1927*1932 Mr. W. TObaiy, M.O., Extra Assistant Commis* 
< sitmer, Died on ISth December 1932. 
1933*1937 Mr. L. f* PMen, Extra Asristant Commissioner. 
I999»193t MnQ. f. Jarman, Extra Asristant Commissimier. 
19^1942 hfr. L. E. Peters, Extra Assbtant Cotamisrioner. 
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COMMANDANTS, NORTH LUSHAI MILITARY POUCS 
BATTAUON 

1894- 1895 ... Captain H. Lodi. 

(In 1894-95 the Notth Loshai Battalion was separated from 
SOchar Battalion) 

1895- 1898 ... ... Captain H. Loch. 


COMMANDANTS, SOUTH LUSHAI HILLS MILITARY 
POUCH (IF SUCH WAS ITS TITLE) 

1892-95 ... Mr. C. W. C. Plowden, i.p. 

1895- 96 ••• eee ••• Captain J. Shakespear 

(as well as Superinten- 
dent). 

1896- 98 Mr. R. H. S. Hutchinson, i.p. 


COMMANDANTS OF THE LUSHAI HILLS MILITARY 
POLICE 


1898-1914 

Major G. H. Loch. 

1914 

Captain H. C. Nicolay 
2nd Gurkhas. 

1914-15 

Major Nicolay 

Captain F. K. Hensley 
the Guides. 

1915-16 

Captain F. K. Hensley 
Captain J. S. lUng 

1916-17 

Oy>tain J. S. Ring 
Captain F. K. Hensley 

1917-18 

Captain F. K. Henslqr 
Captain H. Falkland 

1918-19 

Cqitain H. Falkland 

1919L20 

Captain H. Falkland 
Captain Davies 

1920.21 

Captain H. Falkand 
Captain W. A. Gardiner 
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